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Overall Characteristics and Learning Support Needs of Elementary School
Students with Reading Difficulties Recognized by Parents and Teachers®

seksk
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ABSTRACT

[Purpose] The purpose of this study is to provide implications for the direction of educational support
by analyzing the overall characteristics and learning support needs of elementary school students with
reading difficulties recognized by parents and teachers. [Method] The purpose and direction of the
study were explained to parents and homeroom teachers of 60 elementary school students with reading
difficulties who participated in a reading intervention program. Among them, 53 parents and 41
teachers agreed to participate and researchers conducted one-on-one interviews regarding students’
characteristics and learning support needs. A total of 484 statements were collected, and four
researchers conducted qualitative analysis via the triangular verification method. [Results] Six major
Clusters, 14 themes, and 38 sub-themes were analyzed The main themes were “developmental
information,”  “academic characteristics,”  “cognitive characteristics,”  “emotional and behavioral
characteristics,”  “social characteristics,” and “learning support needs.” Developmental information
involved diagnosis, developmental differences with siblings, and onset of reading difficulties, while
academic characteristics involved reading achievement and other subject achievement. Cognitive
characteristics included concentration, comprehension, and learning interest. Emotional and behavioral
characteristics included emotional characteristics and personality traits. Social characteristics included
family and peer relationships. Learning support needs included the required support areas and
instruction requirements. [Conclusion] The results were compared and analyzed with the results of
previous studies, and future educational support directions were discussed based on the characteristics
and learning support needs reported by parents and teachers.
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<Table 1> Demographic Information of Study Participants

Content N % Total
30" s 11 20.8
40’ s 35 66.0
Age 50° s 5 9.4
60" s 1 19
Non-response 1 1.9
Parent Father 4 75 53
Relationship with the Vother e 537 (100.0)
student
Etc. 2 3.8
3 grade 23 434
Student” s grade 4™ grade 16 30.2
5" grade 14 26.4
20" s 3 7.3
30’ s 20 48.8
Teacher Age 10 s 15 36.6 (16%.0)
50° s 2 4.9

60° s 1 2.4
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Bachelor’s degree 31 75.6
Academic background - i
Mster’s degree 10 244
Less than 5 years 2 4.9
5 to less than 10 years 20 48.8
. . 10 to less than 15 years 2 49
Teaching experience
15 to less than 20 years 8 19.5
20 to less than 25 years 6 14.6
More than 25 years 3 7.3
5 | Good 12 29.3
ucational environment
of the school Normal 12 29.3
Not good 17 415
3 grade 16 39.0
Teaching grade 4" grade 15 36.6
5" grade 10 24.4
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<Table 2> Interview Questions

Content Question(s)

1. What is the personality of the student (at home/school life)?

2. (Parents only) Has a student ever been diagnosed with borderline intelligence
functioning or learning disahility?

3. (Parents only) If you have more children, are there any developmental differences
between the student and siblings?

Introductory
questions

. What are student’ s reading characteristics and achievements?

. What are the student’s achievements in subjects other than reading?
. What are the emotional and behavioral characteristics of the student?
. What are the social characteristics of students?

. What support does this student need most?

Key questions

0 NN O O i

9. Is there anything else you can tell us about the student other than what you

Ending questions answered?
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<Table 3> Interview Result

Cluster(t)=#Al) | Theme(&FA)) Sub-theme(A| F-==A) Parent | Teacher | Total
Diagnosis Developmental diagnosis 6 0 6
Developmental Linguistic differences 7 0 7
differences with Cognitive differences 13 0 13
Develop mgntal siblings No difference 4 0 4
information
Onset of readi Before school age 6 0
set of reading
difficulty After school age 11 1 12
After COVID-19 3 0 3
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Reading Difficulties Recognized by Parents and Teachers

Cluster()==Al) | Theme(&FA)) Sub-theme(A| F-2A]) Parent | Teacher | Total
Difficulty of decoding 12 1 13
_ Difficulty of fluency 13 14 27
Readmg Difficulty of comprehension 10 7 17
achievement _ :
Academic Overall reading underachievement 5 12 17
characteristics Did not recognized 8 16 24
Difficulty in math 12 10 22
Other subject o . —
achievement Difficulty in writing 3 4 7
Difficulty in English 3 0 3
. High level of concentration 0 4 4
Concentration -
Cognitive Low level of concentration 3 13 16
characteristics |  Comprehension Low level of comprehension 3
Learning interest Lack of learning interest 2
Impulsive trait 4
Lack of self-esteem and
X 2 3 5
confidence
Emotional - . -
characteristics .T.ralt of glwng.up easily 3 0
Emotional and Difficulty in emotional control 5 1
behavioral No emotional or behavioral 6 3 14
characteristics difficulties
Introverted and calm 11 4 15
) ) Extroverted and bright 8 3 11
Personality traits - : :
Showing both introversion and
: 5 5 10
extroversion
Family Smooth family relationship 18 1 19
Social relationship Bad family relationship 5 0 5
characteristics o Smooth peer relationship 30 25 55
Peer relationship ) .
Bad peer relationship 13 9 22
Reading support 30 18 48
Required Support Math support 2 4
. Areas Writing support 1 7
Le g Learning motivation 1 6
support needs - - —
_ Active learning activities 9 3 12
Inst_ructlon Specified instruction 2 5 7
Requirements
Gentle instruction 10 4 14
Total 289 1% 484
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