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A Study on the Perceptions and Needs of Early Childhood Special Teachers
Regarding the Individualized Family Service Plan(IFSP)
for Young Children with Disabilities
-Focusing on the Seoul Regional Special Education Support Centers-*
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ABSTRACT

[Purpose] The purpose of this study is to find out the perceptions and needs of early childhood special
teachers regarding the Individualized Family Service Plan(IFSP) implemented in the infants and toddlers’

classes of the special education support centers. [Method] In-depth interviews were conducted with five
early childhood special teachers who had experience in charge of infants and toddlers’ classes at
special education support centers in Seoul. [Results] As a result of the study, 3 upper categories, 11
lower categories, and 29 main contents were derived. The specific research results are as follows. First,
teachers in charge of infants and toddlers’ classes recognized that IFSP was necessary for teachers,
infants, toddle and families. However, there were large differences in the expertise of IFSP. Second,
[FSP and IEP have the same roots, but there was no specific standard for programs specialized in the
education of younger children with disabilities or writing and implementation. In addition, the persons in
charge are changed every year, and there were difficulties due to heavy workload. Third, participants
felt skeptical about the implementation of the IFSP as they established and evaluated the IFSP without
directly meeting infants and toddles with disabilities. In addition, there was difficulty in inducing
participation as the families did not sympathize with the needs of the IFSP. Fourth, it was recognized
that the implementation needs to be improved for the effective settlement of the IFSP. In addition, it
was hoped that the implementation improvement of the IFSP would serve as a basis for vitalizing the
infants and toddlers’ classes in parallel with the improvement of the infants and toddlers’ classes
implementation. [Conclusion] This study can be used as basic data to prepare effective IFSP
implementation plans for infants and toddlers” classes at special education support centers.

Key Words : Special Education Support Centers, Class for Infants and Toddles with Disabilities, Individualized Family
Service Plan(IFSP), Early Childhood Special Education Teacher
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<Table 1> Basic Information of Research Participants

Total education

; Practical
career in ; .
Participants | Gender | Age Specigl Eé?:élre%gf Certificate th?snétx?);mg
Education ISP
Support Centers

Special School
A male 28 3 years 1 years (kindergarten) regular Kindergarten
teacher 2nd class
Special School
B female | 28 3 years 1 years (kindergarten) regular Kindergarten
teacher 1st class
Special School
C female | 29 4 years 2 years (kindergarten) regular Kindergarten
teacher 1st class
Special School
D female | 35 6 years 6 years (kindergarten) regular
teacher 1st class
Special School
E female | 39 4 years 1 years (kindergarten) regular
teacher 1st class

Special Education
Support Centers

Special Education
Support Centers
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<Table 2> Interview Guide

Question

Gender, Age, Place of Work, Career, Work Experience in Special Education

Support  Centers,

Work Experience in Special Education Support Centers,

Certificate, Current Working Institution

When did you first find out about the IFSP?
What did you feel while running the IFSP?

What is the needs for an IFSP to be implemented?

Are you proficient or confident enough to practice the IFSP?

What support is needed in the establishment and implementation of an IFSP?

Category

Participant

information

Awareness of

IFSP

Request for
IFSP
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<Table 3> Table of Semantic Category

. . Upper
Unit of meaning Subcategory category
o learned about the IFSP while working at a special .
. Strange encounter with
education support center. IESP
e Learning about IFSP at university
 Indicates that you are receiving special education. The IFSP is a family’s
e Grounds for families to support disabled infants as | first step into the world
family members of special education.
e A grateful program that supports parents and families
who lack experience -
e [IFSP required for infants directly receiving education Thankful. IFSP for Families
‘ ) of Disabled Infants Early
at the Special Education Support Center childhood
e Programs for early screening and disability prevention special
e Building on similar components [EP and IFSP have the education
* Operate according to the standards of IEP same Toots teacher’s
e F i i erception of
Fill out by addmg family sppport to the IEP IFSP specialized in percep:
* Prepared by adding a transition support plan to the IEP education for children with IFSP
o [FSP and [EP with different targets disabilities
o [FSP and [EP with different goals and directions
e [t is not a face-to-face education, so it is a formal IFSP
e Due to the §hort meeting once a week, formal training IFSP s being operated in
and evaluation a formal way, so [ have a
* Recognition that it is not helpful for disabled infants feelin ofy’ske ficism
or their families. 8 P
e FSP not implemented for early intervention purposes
« Difficulties due to the family’s attitude toward treatment
rather than education Low family awareness of
o Families do not understand the needs of the IFSP, IFSP o
making it difficult to induce participation. Difficulties in
. . . . implementing
Laclf of teacher '1m'plement'at10n capacity Lack of scholarship IESP
e Having trouble finding advice support for teachers in
» Difficulty due to limited opportunities for capacity bpo charoe
building such as related training 8
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IFSP without standards (guidelines) for creation and

execution
Excessive workload as a person in charge of tasks Insufficient administrative
other than the infant classroom and financial systems

Difficulty in handing over as the person in charge
changes every year

Hope for vitalization of infant classes through effective

implementation of IFSP %);rp;?;? rﬁeﬁi?;géissss Ch};:lzﬁy d
e In order to expand the infant class, it is necessary to chaneed form of TESP 90
propose a practical infant class operation method. g Special
Teachers’
. o o . Demand for
e Depending on the family’'s needs, it is divided into IFSp
reatment support/information provision and training/infant | Demand for improvement Settlement in
class, and operation is desired. of infant classroom Infant
e IFSP hopes to fill out only infants receiving operation method Classroom

face-to-face education
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