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Analysis of Research Topic Trends for Special Education Support Centers
: Focusing on Research until 2022
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ABSTRACT

[Purpose] This study investigated trends and contents of research on special education support centers
up tp the year 2022. [Method] A total of 37 theses and academic research were analyzed. The research
topics were broadly categorized into studies on the importance of central special education support
center operation, research on itinerant education as a part of special education services, research on
diagnostic assessment as a part of special education services, and studies categorized by disability areas
among special education beneficiaries. [Result] The analysis included the legal basis, roles, and
limitations of special education support centers. Recently, there has been active research beyond the
functions of special education support centers, focusing on the establishment of special education
institution. [Conclusion] This study suggests that future research should focus on the operation and
comparative analysis of special education institution.
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Research until 2022
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<Table 1> Literature of Special Education Support Centers

Research
Re?egglcr?er Title method and Main contents
Y participants
A network through a central coordinating body
is needed to alleviate imbalances and facilitate
Nation wide 36 mutual exchange by linking with regional special
A study on need rincipals(vice education support center
Kang, Park, . princp Operating a network system between regional
analysis and principals), 42 . o
Yook, centers, conducting training and workshops on
. management plan school o . . .
Chung, Kim . specific  topics, developing operational manuals
. for the central supervisors, . S )
& Kim . . for regional centers, establishing a dedicated
special education 1,074 teachers, . o .
(2010 hotline department for providing integrated
support center 135 parents/ . o
Surve resources and counseling related to disabilities,
Y and proposing the operation of a teaching and
learning support center for children with hearing
impairment
The comparative . o
study on Speciial education teachers are satisfied, but
satisfaction and 106 special parents are dissatisfied.  Improvement of
Kim role expectation of education treatment for itinerant teachers, revision of
©011) special class teachers in various special education-related proects, and
teachers and Seoul and 115 | strengthening the role of special education
parents about parents/ survey | institutions (practical —overseeing —organization
special education supporting and managing centers)
support center
. Ambiguous functions stipulated by the law
o 6 special . . .
A qualitative stud . regarding the center, overall negative job
q Y education P . .
on the job satisfaction, challenging regular working hours
) . support center . . .
Kim. Lim | gatisfaction of the teachers in and absense during vacations, overwhelming
& Kim special education workload, and difficulties in performing various
(2014) Dacgon, tasks. Despite emphasizing independ d
teachers at the Chungb uk an d aSKsS. eSpl (& emp aSIZIHg mn epen ence an
special education ’ separation as a specialize  administrative
D chungbuk area/ | .. °. L : .
support center nterview institution, the possibilities are viewed with

skepticism due to insufficient budget
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Hong, Yoo
& Park
(2010

Development and
validating of
evaluation scale
on special
education support
centers

242 nation
wide special
education
support center
teachers of 98
centers/ survey

Out of 70 items, 64 items were extracted across
10 factors: Interagency collaboration(14items),
education for children with disablities(10items),
counseling and family support(8items), career
and vocational  education(5items),  itinerant
education for target students(4items), assistive
technology(4items), assessment and evaluation
(7Titems), therapy services(ditems), human and
physical resources of the center(4items), and
inclusive educaion support(4items)

ST H ATES 253y 7
7 A4, BEE Sol BY A7) doEA B4 R 4G AL L AR
RE By e PR RE WA Be oHee A1 AAKE 2
<Table 2> Lliterature of Special Education Support Centers

Reseraache ~ Research method -

Hyear) Title and participants Main contents

Exploring the 9 soecial Stable  environment establishment,  human
factors that P organizational restructuring needed, enhancement
hinder job education support . , , ,
) of support for improving teachers’ expertie,
Kim satisfaction of center teachers . .
(202D , of 3 centers in granting autonomy to the center, improvement
teachers in the B of a democractic communal culture, and
spec@ in}‘;emig\;/ establishment of an appropriate compensation
education system
support center
Analysis of the
recognition and 10 special Performing different duties than regular schools,
support ngeds education support | carrying out various roles, and experiencing the
Kim on the job center teachers | burden of job responsibilites. Demands for
(2014) perfgr.mance who work more | support to higher authorities, financial support,
activity of than 1 year as a | training  for  professional  growth,  and
special teachers permanent reinforcement of the status of training and
in special teacher support centers for enhancing expertise
education
support center
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Research until 2022

Information management, establishment and

A study on operation of a permanent monitoring team,
recognized job performing above average in itinerant education
performance 166 speical and individualized education appropriateness.
and job educatin support | Collaboration with relevant —organizatiosn in

Park satlsfactllon of | center teachers | lifelong education and after-school programs,

(2012) spec1§11 of 187 nation | providing information and capacity buliding for

education wide centers/ | childcare, scoring below average in collaboration
teachers at survey with relevant organizations. High job satisfactio
special in collegiality and professioanl recognition, while
education low in compensation, workload, innovativeness,
support centers and progrressiveness
A survey of The perception of the importance of the
recognition on diagnostic and assessment function is the highest
the satisfaction . among the roles, while the importance of the
level of the 187 spedial permanent monitoring team function for crime
Park, Kwon | personnel” s | education supprot . . .

(2012) center teachers preventlon. anq hqn'lan. nghtg protection _ for
~ role and students with disabilities is relatively low
importance in of 187 centers A need for expanding dedicated personnel and

special providing incentives for them, necessary to
education restructure the center’ s functions
support center
, Lack of experience in support tasks, structural
Experience and problems in inclusive education support, need
needs of . for restructuring the education environment
inclusive 8 special network for the operation and direction of

Park education education support inclusive  education, changes in operating

(2020) support center teachers inclusive education programs, and restructuring
teachers n a n Gyeqnggl/ of educational support

special Interview Dealing with unreasonable demands from parents
education who do not consider students’ educational and
support center life capabilities

Teachers with less than 5 years of special

education experience perceive their functions as

A study on 108 special important. Metropolitan area teachers emphasize
special education the importance of diagnostic and evaluation
classroon} teachers of functions as well as teaching support activities.

Son teachers Daegu, Ulsan, | On the other hand, teachers in rural ares

(2010) understandings Chungbuk, consider ~information support and training
the role of the | chynonam, and | functions to be important. Additionally, teachers

support center
for special
education

Gyeongbuk 112
schools/ Survey

with a university degree emphasize the
importance  of  diagnostic and  evaluation
functions and information support and training
functions more than those with graduate degree
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The awareness on

Itinerant education is considered an important
task, while administrative tasks are perceived as

professionalism challenging. Most individuals handle seven or
Aln. Kim and treatment 175 special more tasks, and to improve expertise, the focus
Park. Chos of special education support | is on reducing the workload and the burden of
(261 M education teachers of 201 | excessive tasks. Challenges include absence
‘ teachers at centers/ survey | during vacations, difficulty in participating in
special voluntary ~ training, overwhelming sense  of
education responsibility, and the need to improve the
support center burden of excessive workload.
Survey on
disability child Usage is low compared to awareness of the
parents 181 out of 250 | center
Kim recognition and parents of A demand for multi-faceted promotion, early
(2012) needs for special Junbuk area/ detection efforts, field-specific therapy experts,
education related survey and a systematic role for special ~education
services for support institution
special education
support center
Awareness of
the special .
education 160 special Both groups were aware of the center but had
Lee, support center education a limited understanding of its functions and roles
Hwang, & | among teachers | teachers and 150 | A need for expanding promotion of the center
Kim in charge of | parents in Busan | continuous efforts through financial ~and
(2014 inclusive classes | and Gyeongnam | operational support to develop models for
and parents area/ survey various function
with disabled
preschoolers
Policy “input”
are transformed
into “output” wit
hin the policy
ti%???éggggggg Researching the background and rationale for
is obtained. As the  establishment —of  special — education
art of this institutions, ~ diagnosing their operation and
A study on the tp formati organization, and investigating the factors that
establishment Tanstormation, 1 5.8 enced the organization” s design and how it
factors of tkie faCEOfS of has evolved
Chol special “tasks : and
ol education peop'e . Focusing on Chungbuk special education institute
(2023) centers and the ‘qas We},l & d but analyzing and comparing the operational
impact analysis s hn? a1 status, orgaiztional structure, and policies of
of the centers ecb oogyl, institutions in other cities and provinces. Based
on special ce%n te niziwy q | on this  analysis, examining the factors
education. res lggfizlé%e inan contributing too the establishment of special
organizational education institutions and their impact on special
and policy education to present findings
analysis, building
upon Kim Yong” s

(2021) analytical
framework
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Research until 2022

Operating Challenges in securing suitable teachers for
status and 148 out of 180 | guiding  students  with  disabilities,  low
teacher’s special education | participation rates due to students mobility
Yeo perception for support center | issues, and the overwhelming workload of
2012) vacation teachers in support center teachers
progra_rn Of Charge Of
special summer vacation | Utilizing external instructors through financial
education program/ survey | resources to alleviate workload and address
support center student mobility challenges
A job
satisfaction Overall job satisfaction is slightly higher than
survey of the average
members of 2?;25;?;3? High satisfation .i.n: interpersonal relaﬁonsmps,
Jeong the support officials of %5 social . recogmtlon,' work environment,
center for . . professional growth, job-related factors / Low
(2022) Gyeonggi special S ) L
special . satisfaction in : compensation and administrative
’ education support tem fact
education: By center/ survey system factor . .
focusing on An urgeqt need for a suitable organazational
Gyeonggi-do restructuring
province
Analysils of the exploration of factors influencing the quality of
determinants of | 166 out of 187 : : o
. ' . . special education support center services(job
chol the quality of | Special education | v o atisfactrion, management level
(012 | service in special | Support center | o) e ‘
Sp teachers/ surve internal and external environmental facgors,
education ¥ | managerial job-related aspects)
support centers
Establishment of the foundation for special
education support centers(promotion of center
functions and roles, identifying support needs of
) special education teachers, enhancing
Exploring the competencies of dedecated teachers within the
development of center, establishing a systematic administrative
special education 10 special structure for the center), establishing a
Support Centers: | equcation support | collaborative  stystem(collaboration  between
Ch A study of COTe | center teachers | dedicated teachers and special  education
(2010) group INterviews | and 10 special | teachers, establishment of collaboration with
with center education school | support resources and experts), expansion of
teachers and teachers/ promotion on the functions and roles of the
special interview center, establishing a system to support students
education

teachers at
school sites

placed in diverse environments, placement of
experienced teachers in the center, active
utilization of local resources and establishment
of a collaboration system with local experts,
acknowledging autonomy of the center and
actively collaboration in operation
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The career and vocational education as well as
lifelong education programs conducted in the
center are generally below par. A lack of
adequate deployment of professional personnel,

Management and the operation of diverse programs that
status and effectively meet the demands of the
support needs beneficiaries is insufficient. Additionally, a lack
for career & 261 special of coordination with relevant local community
Hong, Yoo vocational education support | organization
& Park education and center teachers
(201D continuing of 98 centers/ | Recommendations including improving  the
education of interview deployment of professional personnel, clarifying
special roles and responsiblities between the district
education education office and cetral support centers, and
support centers conducting research and pilot programs related
to lifelong education support for individuals with
disabilities through relevant lifelong education
organizations rather than relying solely on the
center
Institution and  administration: ~ review  of
expanding direct support without considering
center characteristics, transitioning to one-stop
‘A research FO support ~ for  local ~ community  resource
1mprove speaal coordination ~ and utilization,  proposing
education pre-education and training for stable and
support centers .| efficient operation
operation > Gyeoggl special Organization and personnel: Challenges with
Kang, Choi, examined educagon school hiring new personnel, placement issues regarding
Kang & through .the supemsors anq 6 the center’ s drector lacking a special
Kim Gyeonggi-do | special education education  background,  addressing  the
(202D special Support center appropriateness  of  administrative  officer
education personp elf placement, overcoming limitations of a
interview

supervisors and
specialists in
the special
education
support center

team-based organizational ~structure, resolving
the absence of experienced teachers and the
center’ s isolation

Tasks: streaminging task assignments, granting
ranks to team leaders, emphasizing an
environment focusing on special education
support rather than adminstration
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Research until 2022

The center’ s unique authority and ambiguous
Analyses on the status  necessitate  securing  spatical  and
actual condition functional independence, qualitatively improving
and human resources composition and expertise
Seo. Kan improvement 7 special expansion, and exploring systematic —support
&‘Parkg needs of the | €ducation support | measures for normalizing functions and roles
(2020) operation and | center teachers/ | Establishment of legal and policy grounds
role of the interview reflecting the demands of the field, activating
special research functions from the existing role and
education function of the center, and exploring structural
support centers changes to manifest human composition and
expertise for a proactive approach
3 Ex % HHMHA & =3 w0 2 A4
ErugAdAE LIng Bd d7E 2fuse] 4P nEoR @ oe
ALde77F dosdtt. 753 &4, B8ehA 22 IAAT dAS 38 L A
42 Ao vjn] Fo] Fad WEOR FHAKE 3,
<Table 3> Literature of Special Education Support Centers
Research
Researcher Title method & Main contents
(year) participants
7 special
education Unclear — administrative  task  boundaries
Department of support center | difficulty in cultivating expertise due to
Kwak elementary special teachers in prioritizing  related projects and task
(2022) education graduate charge of processing ~ over  classes, and  budget
school of special itinerant executing without separate training on
education education/ | budget management
interview
A study‘on the Absence of therapy rooms, inadequate office
recognition and facilities, hierarchical culture, and insufficient
improvement efforts from the education support agency to
measures improve the salary system and duty
experienced by the regulations for therapists. Therapist in rural
therapists belonging 26 special areas face more challenges due to limited
Lee to special education education space compared to urban ares .
(2020) support centers in support center | Improvement in member awareness regardmg
the process of therapists manual  development and  distribution,
L financial and operational support, increasing
supporting 1t1qerant therapists, enhancing expertise, facility
therapy: Focusing on enhanvement, improving administrative tasks
the special education at the center, and the need for improved
support center in perception of itinerant therapy support
Gangwon-do
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The challenges and ) ) )
support needs of Lack of expertise, psychological conflicts
beginning teachers 5 special arising from relationships, a challenging path
working at the education of  self-development, a  challenging
Cho special education support center | environment, and insufficient financial and
(2022) support centers for teachers in | operational support. The demand for support
itinerant education: Jungbuk/ includes growing teachers, collaborative and
Focusing on Interview communicative  schools, and  effective
Jeollabuk-do financial and operational support
Province
Lack of expertise(such as planning itinerant
education activities and intervention for
problematic behavior), psychological conflicts
The challenges and 5 special arising from relationships, a challenging path
ho & support needs of education | of self-development, difficult ~ working
Hong begmrlgng tetacgers support center | conditions, and challenges with financial and
(2022) working at the teachers in | operational support
special education Jungbuk/ Demands  including  the  growth  of
support centers for Interview | teachers(effors needed for  enhancing
itinerant education expertise), schools with collaboration and
communication, and a need for financial and
operational support
4) STuF PHEAMH|IA F et 3 FUto| A A+
SFus #AAR2 F dH b #EE ATe TAFQ] JASGH I AT o)
wol REF AFelA 7] e Ao g @ tEszbgel S W) of2w
< A3 YAk AEZF HR, B9 2 AFH Ade] BeAYL A

<Table 4> Literature of Special Education Support Centers

Researcher
(year)

Title

Reserach
method &
participants

Main contents

Kim, Lee,
Park &
Lee
(2011)

A study on the
supporting free
public education
for young children
with disabilities in
the special
education
supporting center

59
administrators,
68 teachers, and
157 guardians
involving in the
support centers
for children with
disablities across
16 provinces

A need to organize the operation of the center
systematically and secure suitable professional
human resources for it. Institutional mechanisms
are necessary to ensure specialized diagnostics
palcement. Specific development of appropriate
educational activities and forms for the nature
of the center and the needs of young children
is crucial. Activation of the development and
operation of family support programs is
necessary.  Close  collaboration  between
institutions and tight cooperation with experts
are required, and the formulation of programs
with susbstantive content and effectiveness is
essential.
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Research until 2022

Research on the
actual condition
and support

77 out of 190

The frequency of implementation is high for
specific support items in the diagnostic
assessment domain, particularly for the rental
of assistive devices and assessment for students
and parents’ counseling. In the context of
educational support for students with hearing

Park & request for center teachers impairment, there is a notable difference
Park students with nation wide/ between the current status of support and the
(2018) hearing survey demand for support, particularly in the areas of
impairment of ‘speech therapy’ , ‘hearing test” , ‘auditory
special education training” ,  ‘career guidance and support’ ,
support center and  ‘educationn on understanding hearing
impairment for general stdunts’ . where the
demand for support is higher compared to the
current level of support
The current status
of diagnosis and
evaluation and i | I the absence of specific  guidelines and
demand for 39 experts wit criteria, diagnostic assessments are conducted
Jean support of special deizpegse;lceagld through the individual efforts of the responsible
g education support gnosing personnel. Support is provided through ad hoc
(2022) centers for evaluating . .

) . translation services and the development of
children from multicultural | cecsment tools considering  multicultural
multicultural family children aspects

families: Focusing
on the seoul
metropolitan area
Isseus with the reliability of intervention
response  assessment results and supporting
evidence, ambiguity in subgroup teaching, the
need for a continuous referral process for
The exploratory | A survey of 20 | children at risk of leamning disabilities, and
study for screening | centers in | collaboration issues between special and general
and identification Incheon, educators
processes of Bussan, and | Limited ~ diagnostric  assessment  tools,
Kim et al. | learning disabilities Gyeonggi collaboration ~ systems ~between —maninstream
(2012) | at special education | province with | schools and centers, and the delineation of
support center : 11 individuals | roles for the special education operating
Focused on responsible for | committee
current condition diagnostic Providing sufficient teacher and expert
and improvement assessments | education, developing and offering effective

method

evidence-based intervention  progras, and
expanding the distribution of assessment tools
though collaboration with frontline  school
teachers
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Inadequacies in securing specialized dedicated

Sonwhball .
samoling was personnel and the operation system of
The development e dpforgfocus diagnostic assessment
Park of special oD inferviews Ensuring status protection for  dedicated
Hon bh education support grwitﬁ teachers | Personnel, enhancing the expertise of dedicated
(2(%’11) center based on from 11 centers. | ST realistic operatinn of the diagnostic
the present status involving 2 " | assessment operationg committee, establishing
of dlagp031s and tota] ofg17 criteria  for assessing suitablitty for special
evaluation status education, and  strengthening  collaboration
teaachers . .
systems with relevant organization
Current conditions
and qualitative
enhancement Focus group
. . | interviews with | Enhancement of the role of educational
plans for diagnosis . .
evaluation and special assessment calls for improvement measures and
Kang, selection/replacem education the establishment of a support system through
Park & P teachers from 2 | and institutional —enhacements for better
ent of students . . .
Seo . centers in the | educational placement and reinforcement of
who need special .
(2020) . Gyeonggi support
education by . . .
province region | Need for expert consensus and operational
teachers of . .
. invloved 7 flexibility
Gyeonggi-do articinants
special education particip
support centers
Establishing uniformity in diagnostic assessment
formats and ensuring adequate expertise,
appropriate budget allocation and execution for
diagnostic  assessments,  collaboration  and
A preimia}ry study Survey of 11 cooperaﬂon betwe@ clinical  psychology gnd
on the diagnostic assessment special education fields, as well as collaboration
assessment L between schools, centers, and cooperating
specialists and . .
Park, Lee, procedures for 11 dlinical hospitals, are essential
Choi & identifying students svehologists Securing necessary  assessemnt tools and
Yoon with intellectual POYCOIO: provding an appropriate testing environment,
from 12 centers . o .
(2015) disabilities at in Seoul gathering school life inrofmation about studetns
special education excluding £he targeted for assessment prior to testing, and
support centers at main office ensure the best practices in conducring

Seoul

assessments and preparing diagnostic assessment
reports by clinical psychologist

Fairmess in the execution of assessments
between special education support centers and
cooperating hospitals need to be pursued
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<Table 5> Literature of Special Education Support Centers
Researcher Title Reserachv method & Main contents
(year) participant
Challenges in the work environment,
In-depth interview difficulties  in prov1dmg assistive
Staffs” difficulties | yere conducted with a technology qnd relateq services, and the
and requirements tofla of seven challenges in operating  programs - for
Jeong & on opera?ing personnel responsible school life adaptation and learning
Choi characterized for and one SUDPOIT. . '
(2019 special education experienced individual Addressing these issues pecessﬂates the
support center for in the focal point development of professional personnel
the hearing . and their professioanl growth, financial
. i centers across six .
impaired province and operational support, as well as
improvements  in  awareness  and
communication
Individual in-depth
interview were
conducted with 2 Need for a policy-oriented approach to
special education define the role and operational direction
, teachers with prior of the central center for multiple
Parents’ and experience in disabilities, highlighting the challenges in
special e?ducat}on education children | caregiving and support
Lee, Choi, | Professionals with multiple diabilities | Ivolving ~ adjusting the number of
Cho, Choi | Support needs on in the Seoul centers and personnel considering the
& Park | Special education | yetronglitan area, as | number and scope of beneficiaries,
(2019) support c§nter for | well as three parents | establishing a collaborative system with
the physical and of choldren with | various fileds, considering the role of the
multiple multiple disabilities | central center as a hub for special
disabilities Interview were schools for physical disabilities, and
conducted with two | prioritizing integrated education support
more teachers with as a top priority
relevant educatioanl
experience
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Of special
education support
centers, emotional

Out of 180 centers
nationwide, a simple
random sampling was
conducted for 60
centers. Each

The level of support is generally
moderate, excluding the family domain.
A strong correlation between behavioral
support and learning support. Educaion
support should be provided across the
broad spectrum of disabilities. However,

Lee, Sin, : . it should be differentiated according to
Jung & and behavioral consisting of 60 each disability” s characteristics ~ to
Kim disor ders, child S e;:]lal e@uc;l tion ensure appropriate educational support
(2013 | €ducation support tzac ers, Inc uslve for diverse demands of the beneficiaries
analysis and education fac 1S, | Efforts should be made to accommodate
measures to center teachers, and | " 4 ere needs of special education
Improve pagl@(tjs,aiotal%rtlf 12:8 and inclusive  education  settings,
Tesl\;:)r?sess ;Zzlceive d facilitating mutual. exchanges of opinions
to ensure sppropriate support tailored to
each child” s characteristics
A need for operational definitions
regarding  diagnostic ~ criteria,  the
development of diagnostic guidelines,
Study on support diagnostic ~ procedures, and  valid
and role by diagnostic tools. Efforts are necessary to
special education | 31 out of 187 special enhapce the expertise 'of personnel .
Lee support center for education support Pnontyv should be given o deploymg
(2013) students with centers | survey professionals with specialized
emotional and/or competencies in behavioral support, such
behavioral as special education teachers or
disorders behavioral therapists, psychological and
behaviroal adaptation instructors.
Integration and organization of various
services should be consistently provided
Study on teacher A need for supplementing specialized
and parents 40 special education | supprot  personnel  for  behavioral,
awareness of the | gyag] teachers, 40 | educational, and therapeutic support for
Sin SUPPC;“ (})Y tthe special education class | children with emotional and behavioral
01D special education teachers, 40 special | disorders.  Training and  counseling
support center for education support targeting teachers and parents for
Chlldfen with center teachers, 40 | integration, along with  information
emotional or parents /survey provision, to meet diverse demands of
behavioral

disorders

the beneficiaries
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