i ESNSXY: 0|23t MH The Journal of Special Edlication: Theory and Practice
\ @ 2024 3", M25@ M1E, 29-64 Vol. 25, No. 1, March 2024, pp. 29-64
S http://dx.doi.org/10.19049/JSPED.2024.25.1.02

Exploratory Research on the Sign Language Acquisition Process of
Hearing—Impaired Students in Hearing Familiesy

~The Case of Hearing—Impaired College Students in China—

Wang, Jun-Zhen - Kwon, Soon-woo

ABSTRACT

[Purpose] This study examined the process of acquiring Chinese Sign Language by nine hearing-
impaired college students living in a hearing familiesy and investigated their perception of the
acquisition and use of these languages. [Methodl The study used qualitative research methods to
recognize each individual's unique experience. The researcher attempted to objectively deduce the
subjects language acquisition process and language perception through the overall research process,
which covered interviews, recordings, and analysis. [Results] First, the participants interaction with
peers was the main path to learning sign language. All subjects in the present study developed a
hearing impairment during the sensitive period of language acquisition, this being a time when
children cannot decide their own first language. As a result, the parents who believed that acquiring
sign language would negatively affect their children's spoken language acquisition and hence objected
to their children’s learning it decided that spoken language should be their child's first language.
Second, the language skills and frequency of language use of the research participants affected their
preference for their native language. Those who had used spoken language since childhood considered
this to be their native language, while those whose sign language skills were better than their spoken
language skills regarded sign language as their native language. [Conclusion] Mainstream culture and
mainstream language influence the language perception of people with hearing impairment. Although
most of the participants in this study liked sign language, they also acknowledged that spoken
language is important and necessary for integration into mainstream society.

Key Words : Hearing Impairment, Individual in-depth interview, Sign Language Acquisition
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(Table 1) Characteristics of the Study Participnats
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(Table 2) Sign language acquisition questionnaire for hearing-impaired students

Sign language .
estions
acquisition Qu
Start 1. What was your sign language proficiency before you started learning sign
of sign language language?
2. What prompted you to learn sign language?
acquisition P D Y '8 guag

3. When, where, and how did you start learning sign language?

1. What was the most difficult part (vocabulary, grammar) of sign language
acquisition, and what made it difficult?

2. Which do you find more helpful in becoming fluent in sign language and
accurately expressing its meaning: a) communicating with deaf people in daily
life or b) learning in class?

Sign language |3. Do you make mistakes in content or grammar when communicating with a deaf

acquisition person learning sign language? If so, in what situations?
process 4. What were the attitudes of your parents and family members toward your sign
language acquisition and how did they affect the participant's sign language
acquisition?

5. Do you think that spoken language has influenced your sign language acquisition,
such as using spoken language grammar while using sign language or substituting
fingerspelling for unfamiliar sign language words?

—_

Factors affecting | 1. Do you believe that communicating with peers helps you learn sign language?
sign language |2. In terms of the research participant’s sign language acquisition process, how did
acquisition at your teacher influence it?

school 3. Is what you learned in sign language classes often used in your daily life?

1. What is your current level and status of sign language use?

2. Do you consider whether you are using correct grammar and vocabulary when
communicating in sign language with a deaf person?

3. How do you resolve difficulties expressing yourself in sign language while
communicating with a deaf person?

Current status of
sign language use

1. Among the four types of identity (deaf identity, hearing identity, marginal identity,

Perception of and bicultural identity), which do you identify with?
spoken 2. What do you think is your native language and why?
and sign 3. What was your perception of sign language before learning it?
languages 4. Between sign language and spoken language, which do you consider more

important in your life and why?
5. Between spoken language and sign language, which do you prefer and why?

4. X2 24
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(Table 3) Sign language acquisition process for hearing impaired students in a hearing
home environment

L Middle category Small

Concept
category category

Bilingual environment in a school for the deaf,
Wanting to communicate with deaf people, Learning
sign language to get a job, Learning sign language
from teachers, Learning sign language from seniors
and peers

Motivation and
method for sign
language
acquisition

Sign language | Factors affecting
acquisition sign language
process acquisition

Interacting with peers is helpful, Class content is not
very helpful, Parents oppose the use of sign language

Sign
language
acquisition

How to resolve . . . . .
process o Communicate via smart devices, Use fingerspelling,

communication . . .
e 1 Omit adjectives
Status of difficulties

communication | Is grammatical Consider lexical accuracy, Communicate by selectin,
in sign language and lexical i ’ :

sign language vocabulary according to the other

accuracy , . .
person's region, Do not consider grammar

considered?
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(Table 4) Perceptions of the acquisition and use of sign language by hearing impaired
students in a hearing home environment

Main category Middle category Concept

The most memorable
event during the sign | Getting help from deaf friends, Patience, Interesting
language acquisition experiences related to sign language

process

Difficulty joining a deaf group, Difficulty belonging

Hearing-impaired Deaf identity to a hearing group, Adapt well to both groups, The
students’ perceptions two groups have different ways of thinking

of sign language Used spoken language since childhood, Good at sign

Preferred native language |language, Difficulty communicating with hearing
people in spoken language

To enter the workforce, To be able to help other
deaf people after learning sign language, To be the
envy of others with spoken language skills

Language importance and
preference

1) =0ES 28 30l 7k 7190 H= ¢
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