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ABSTRACT

[Purposel The purpose of this research is to examine the overall experiences and support demands
related to lifelong learning of individuals with disabilities, their families and workers in lifelong
education institutions in order to enhance the opportunities for lifelong learning participation for
people with disabilities. [Methodl To address the purpose, in-depth individual interviews and focus
group interviews were conducted with a total of 16 participants, including individuals with disabilities
and their families who have experience with lifelong learning programs, as well as workers in lifelong
education institutions. [Results] The analysis resulted in four main themes and 17 sub-themes related
to perceptions and support demands for lifelong learning among individuals with disabilities. The four
main themes included the positive impact of lifelong learning for people with disabilities; barriers to
participation in lifelong learning for people with disabilities; strengthening lifelong learning programs
for people with disabilities; building an infrastructure for lifelong learning for people with disabilities.
[Conclusion] Considering the positive impact and necessity of the participation of individuals with
disabilities in lifelong learning, multidimensional efforts are needed to expand their involvement. It is
crucial to improve physical accessibility to lifelong education institutions and enhance informational
accessibility to lifelong learning programs. There is also a necessity to develop high-quality programs
and enhance the expertise of personnel. Furthermore, it is important to establish a network system
among lifelong education institutions in the local community and build infrastructure. Above all,
comprehensive efforts are required to raise awareness about lifelong learning for individuals with
disabilities within the local community and foster an inclusive culture.

Key Words : Lifelong leaming for individuals with disabilities, Lifelong education, Lifelong education institution
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(Table 1) Background information of people

T+ g} siFHEE= (Table 1), (Table

with disabilities

Types of Severity of Lifelong learning program
B2 disability Ceatr L disability (Duration of participation)
P,hYSI,C,al Male 60s Severe e Wheelchair meetings (10 times a year)
disability
Physical * Sewing (3 years), Resin art (2 years), Ribbon
. 4 1 Female | 40s Severe art (2 vyears), Chocolate making (3 years),
disability I
Knitting (3 years)
Physical * Calligraphy (2 years), Colored pencil drawing
P ysic: Female | 50s Mild (3 years), Sewing (3 years), Dry flowers (2
disability .
years), Ceramics (2 years)
. e Basic computer education (6 months), Dry
Physical . .
o Female | 50s Severe flower (3 years), Ceramics (3 years), Sewing (3
disability -
years), Writing (1 year)
Physical Female | 60s Severe e Darts (2 years), Laughter therapy, Boccia
disability ’ DY,
. * Drone (2 years), Museum experience (5 years),
Hearing . . .
. . Female | 50s Severe International sign language (2 years), Scholastic
impairment )
. (2 years), Grammar comprehension (2 years)
Hearin e Art tours, Sign language meetings, Hobby
. . ng Female | 60s Severe shops, Exhibitions (once a month), Basic
impairment )
computer education (9 months)
A% . Vléual Female | 50s Severe * 3D Printing
impairment
Intellectual e Baking, Dance, Gardening (3 years and 3
b disability Male 30s Severe months), Reading program (2 years)
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(Table 2) Background information of mothers who have children with developmental

disabilities
ik Child's lifelong learning
) - s lifelong le: program
No. | Family | Age | Severity of Age (Duration of participation)
disability

o Physical education (3 months), Day care (5 vyears),

Mother 30s Severe 30s General education (1 year and 4 months)

F * Dance, Communication, Daily living, Physical education,
Mother 20s Severe 20s Music, Art, Gardening, Socialization programs, Baking,
Healthcare (4 years)

(Table 3) Background information of lifelong learning workers

No. | Gender | Age Job title Tasks of lifelong learning (Duration)
¢ Worked for 10 years at a lifelong education ceneter for
Female 50s Manager people with develomental disabilities

* Training, Management, Planning

* Worked for 2 years and 2 months at a center for
independent living of people with disabilities

* Sewing machine training practicum (Props production,
Garment remodeling, Exhibition fashion show)

Female 30s Social worker

e Worked for 8 years and 1 month at a community
rehabilitation center

* Clubs (Gateball, Boccia, Coloring books, Outings), Physical

E1 Male 30s Social worker education classes (Darts, Curling, Sports stacking),

Laughter  therapy, Health gymnastics, Smartphone

education, Traditional games, Health lectures, Hanji,

Pottery, Balloon art, Harmonica

* Worked for 7 years and 3 months at a social welfare

center
e Continuing education projects for children and youth,
Male 30s Social worker Education for people with developmental disabilities in

their 20-30s (Independence support, Cultural and artistic
education, Vocational support, Physical education, Music,
etc.)

¢ Worked for 3 years and 8 months at a social welfare
center for the deaf
* 3D printer national qualification preparation class, Basic
coding utilization education, Basic drone utilization
E2 Male 20s Social worker education, Drone soccer team education, Coding drone
education, VR, AR education, 3D pen utilization
education, Sports support, Information education, Reading
culture support continuing education (3 years and 8
months)
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(Table 4) Interview guide

Research

participants Interview questions

* Why do you participate in lifelong learning programs?

People with |* What do you like (or find helpful) about the lifelong learning programs, and what
disabilities do you find challenging (or frustrating)?

and their What would you have liked to learn more about in a lifelong education institution,
families or what would you like to add?

e  What support is necessary to learn better at a lifelong learning institution?

e What types of lifelong learning programs have you operated (including contents and
cooperated institution of lifelong learning programs)?

* What have been the satisfactions and challenges of operating a lifelong learning
Lifelong institution/program?
learning

workers What support is necessary to better teach people with disabilities in your lifelong

learning program?
*  What support is necessary to better operate your lifelong education institution?

* What could be improved to make continuing education more disability-friendly?
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(Table 5) Themes of the Interview

Theme Subtheme

1) Process of learning something new

2) Development of social competence
3) Emotional health

4) Leisure time

1. The positive impact of lifelong learning
for people with disabilities

5) Alignment with employment

1) Difficulties of participating in programs for people with
disabilities

2. Barriers to participation in lifelong

learning for people with disabilities 2) Barriers to participation in programs for people without

disabilities

3) Difficulties in accessing lifelong education institution

1) Development of a variety of program content

2) Development of program that reflects the nature of the
3. Strengthening lifelong learning programs disability

for people with disabilities

3) Operation of integration(inclusive) program

4) Achieving program stability

1) Ensuring accessibility

2) Securing finances

4. Building an infrastructure for lifelong

E ing instruct
learning for people with disabilities 3) Empowering instructors

4) Building an inter-agency network

5) Improving perceptions of disability
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