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Experience and Demand of Speech Language Pathologists on the Language
Intervention for Children with Deaf or Hard of Hearing®

Choi, Euna” + Choi, Sangbae™

ABSTRACT

[Purpose] This study aims to investigate the experiences, difficulties, and needs of speech-language
pathologists (SLPs) in providing language intervention for deaf or hard of hearing (DHH) children.
[Methodl A focus group interview (FGI) was conducted with six SLPs who specialize in language
intervention for children with DHH. [Results] First, the reasons for the involvement of SLPs in the
intervention of DHH children included academic interests, serendipitous encounters, and double majors
in speech-language pathology and audiology. The unique characteristics of intervention for DHH
children involved sessions accompanied by caregivers, therapy room modifications reflecting DHH
needs, and essential knowledge of audiology. SLPs emphasized that language intervention for DHH
children must consider the child's age, degree of hearing loss, and type of hearing loss, necessitating
that SLPs possess audiological knowledge. Second, the challenges faced in language intervention for
DHH children included difficulties related to the specific characteristics of DHH, low awareness of
DHH among caregivers, challenges in developing specialized expertise in DHH, and difficulties in
collaborative approaches between SLPs and school teachers. Third, to enhance the success of language
intervention for DHH children, it is crucial to improve awareness of DHH, strengthen sign language
education, expand in-service training to boost expertise in DHH language intervention, establish a
systematic DHH education system, and foster cooperation among experts, alongside sharing
information relevant to language intervention for DHH children. [Conclusion] This study is unique in
its qualitative approach to examining SLPs working with DHH children and significant in its analysis
of practical implications for the successful language intervention of DHH children.

Key Words : Deaf or Hard of Hearing (DHH), Speech Language Pathologist (SLP), Language Intervention,
Auditory Rehabilitation
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(Table 1) Participants

he X Experience in SLP for
Participant Sp language pathologist X . children with deaf or
Degree (SLP) level and other Experience in SLP .
D certification hard of hearing
(DHB)

A Doctor SLP level 1, Audiologist 17 years 17 years

B Master SLP level 1, Audiologist 10 years 10 years

C Master SLP level 1, Audiologist 7 years 7 years

D Master SLP level 1, Audiologist 6 years 6 years

E Master SLP level 1, Audiologist 7 years 5 years

F Bachelor SLP level 2, Audiologist 3 years 3 years
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(Table 2) Interview Guide

Category Question

- What motivated you to begin interventions with children who are deaf or hard of
hearing (DHH)?
- What are the characteristics of language intervention for children with DHH?

Experiences of L . . .
P - What are the types and characteristics of interventions according to the age of

SLPs children who are DHH?

- What are the types and characteristics of interventions according to the type,
degree, onset of hearing loss in children who are DHH?

- What difficulties might arise when providing language intervention for children who
are DHH?

- Compared to other disabilities, the number of clients is smaller and there is a
regional concentration of intervention institutions, resulting in many long-distance
interventions. What difficulties are related to this?

- What are the challenges in gathering information about DHH?

Difficulties of |- What difficulties are there in preparing educational materials for interventions for
SLPs children who are DHH?

- What difficulties arise due to caregivers lack of understanding of children who are

DHH?

- What are the challenges in improving expertise in auditory rehabilitation?

- What difficulties are there in the process of cooperating with professionals
(teachers, medical professionals, audiologists, sign language interpreters, etc.)
related to education for children who are DHH?

- As a SLP intervening with children who are DHH, what aspects do you think need
to be prioritized for improvement? (educational environment, development of
teaching materials, enhancement of expertise, improvement of awareness of
hearing loss, education for caregivers, strengthening collaboration among
professionals, etc.)

Needs of SLPs |- What are your needs as a SLP intervening with children who are DHH regarding
the training of SLPs?

- What is necessary for cooperation with educational institutions (collaborative
approach with teachers)?

- What is necessary for the establishment of a systematic education system for
children who are DHH?
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(Table 3) Table of Semantic Category

Upper category

Subcategory

Unit of meaning

Language
intervention for
DHH children
that requires
both audiology
and language
intervention

skills

Reasons for intervention
for DHH children

- Language intervention for DHH initiated due to academic
interest

- Language intervention for DHH started as a natural
choice due to a double major

- Language intervention for hearing impairment begun by
chance

Characteristics of
intervention for DHH
children

- Essential knowledge of audiology

- Language intervention varies according to age, degree of
hearing loss, and type of DHH

- Classes accompanied by caregivers and different therapy
room setups compared to general language therapy

Difficulties in
language
intervention for
DHH children

Challenges in the
intervention process for
DHH children

- Difficulties in classes accompanied by caregivers

- Problems due to long-distance transportation

- The need for various roles as a SLP

- Communication difficulties with sign language

- Difficulties in preparing and using teaching materials

Caregivers low
awareness on DHH

- Caregivers lack of awareness about hearing aids

- Difficulties due to caregiver characteristics such as
grandparents or deaf parents

- Excessively high expectations of caregivers

Difficulties in improving
the expertise of SLPs
regarding DHH

- DHH not being a major category in language intervention
- Lack of opportunities to learn Auditory-Verbal Therapy
(AVT)

Difficulties in
collaborative approaches
among professional
groups

- Absence of a cooperation system to strengthen
collaboration
- Inadequate system for sharing information and materials

For successful
language
intervention of
DHH children

Improvement of
awareness on DHH and
enhancement of access

to sign language

education

- Need to improve awareness on DHH among caregivers
and school teachers

- Strengthen access to sign language education and
diversify sign language teaching aids and materials

Expansion of education

to enhance expertise in

language intervention for
DHH

- Expand continuing education related to language
intervention for DHH

- Expand educational support to enhance expertise related
to hearing aids and cochlear implant

Establishment of a
systematic education
system for DHH

- Establish a lifetime support system for DHH

- Strengthen DHH education for teachers and schools

- Educational support for DHH children with multiple
disabilities

Collaborative approach
among professionals

- Establish a cooperation system among professionals
- Establish a system for information exchange
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