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(teaching)7} 3@ H(public authority)©] 3|5
= e 2k WA, wARSl
ArET fdas SR
71 AEAFE BT 7|3)7F FoAxint
qHek A }aol ]‘jr olojA 7|l A HAI S HA
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<Abstract>

Revisiting Finnish success in education: Focusing

school teachers' life

Yun, Eunju

This paper aims to contour Finnish teachers's life in order to revisit the
success of education in Finland because the Finish teachers are considered
the heart of Finland's educational success and particularly the main factor
responsible for PISA accomplishments for a decade.

The daily life of teachers in Finland could be summarized with the two
tasks, one in teaching and the other in doing research. The rest of their works
in schools is in support of these two main works so that they could provide
the excellence of teaching for Finnish students. Also the teacher education
programs for prospective primary and secondary teachers in Finland have been
designed and built for providing a competent teacher as a researcher.
Therefore Finland could finally has exceptional teacher quality thanks to time,
tolerance and decision which have been given by the whole Finnish society in
the name of the educational reform since 1970s.

But interestingly the teachers in Finland do their best and provide the
exceptional teaching quality not just because of high salary and pleasant work
conditions in addition to social respect but because of the fulfillment of moral
mission, in other words self realization by Dewey's words. This critical factor
among many has been ignored and not been articulated so far by various
scholars except Pasi Sahlberg, a distinguished Finnish educational expert. This

paper found it out by revisiting the existing literature, which implies a very
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critical lesson to us who are now trying to learn from the educational success
in Finland.

Key Words: finnish education, teacher quality, self-realization
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