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<Abstract>

Study on Swedish 'Fritidshem'
(After school activity)

Hwang , Sun Joon

Swedish Fritidshem is an institution for students after their school. The
Fritidshem can give the possibility for parents to work and take care of their
kids. Specifically, it is an important institution for women who want to work
in the labour market. The Fritidshem has a long history, adopted at the end
of 1880s in Sweden. To take part in the Fritidshem is not expensive: Parents
pay for just 17% of the total cost for the Fritidshem, the rest of 83% is
supported by the local government budget. Most of the students, 83-84% of
the lower grades in elementary schools, participate in the Fritidshem. The
quality of the Fritidshem was quite high, but it has been down since the
economic crisis in early 1990s.

Implications to Koreans : The swedish state takes the responsibility for the
education and child-care of its people. The Fritidshem is stated clearly in the
Education Act and the curriculum. Thus, the Fritidshem can stably upgrade
with the support of the state. The teachers of Fritidshem are permanently
employed by the local government. They can even support teaching in class
and decrease the workload of classroom teachers. The Fritidshem is as
important as that it is not a continuum of classwork but functions like
stimulating students in the diverse activities, arousing their curiosity, helping
them settle their self-esteem and identity through the relationship between

students and teachers. The program like the Swedish Fritidshem is needed to
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develop considering that the more women in Korea can have possibility to

work in the labour market and at the same time take care of their children.

Key Words: Swedish "Fitidshem!, After school activity, Low costs and high quality,
Parents' economic activities and child-care, Hobby activities, Gender

equity
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