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<Abstract>

Inequality in Educational Opportunities and the

Educational-Social Policy for Equality in Modern-Day Japan

Hasimoto, Kenji*

This study clarifies the reality of the educational inequality problem
in Japan, and based on the understanding that the educational inequality
problem is a social structural problem, we have the purpose in proving
that there is a need for an educational-social policy in solving it.

We have analyzed the problem of how educational inequality is
increasing between each class, based on the 4-class scheme, which
includes the capitalist class, the new middle—class, the laborer class,
and the old middle-class.

For each class, we have carried out a regression analysis of the ratio
of students admitted to universities for each academic background,
class, native class, COHORT, and have analyzed the ratio of students
admitted to high schools for each native class and for each grade
during the third year of middle school, and have proved the depth of
inequality in educational opportunity. We have pointed out that as
factors causing this kind of inequality, not only economic and cultural
factors, but also a unique class structure appearing in the Japanese
education system, in other words, the institutional factor known as the
rank structure between high schools and universities, is increasing the
gap.

We are proposing equality in the attainment of educational

opportunities by stating two points, that an equality in educational

* Musashi University
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opportunities is needed for the equality in the chances of attaining a
job, along with the point that there is a need for education to be
guaranteed to a majority of people as a social public property, as the
basis for the need of equality in educational opportunities

That proposal includes a policy to make sure that the ability to pay
educational expenses and one’s hometown does not influence one in
continuing studies at a higher level, and the reduction of economic
differences or inequality between classes, and is asserting that an
all-around policy, which includes not just the educational policy but
also such things as the tax system, the labor policy, and the social

security policy, is needed for this.

Key words: educational inequality, educational opportunity, class



