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¢ Abstract D

A comparative social policy study

on determinants of work of old adults

Kim, Soo-Wan*

This study has sought to analyze factors affecting work and work preference of
older adults at national and individual level. A few theoretical hypotheses such as
economic need versus job opportunity (or employability), attitude toward paid
work, pull effect versus push effect were tested for citizens in eighteen OECD
countries with International Social Survey dataset(2005) using multi-level analysis,
Main findings are as follows, First, most older adults wanted to work regardless of
the socio-economic status, which implies that non-work of older adults would be
due to involuntary constraint rather than voluntary choice. Second, there existed
class inequality in that the higher class tended to involve paid work more than the
lower class did among 55-64 age group. Third, the push factor such as part-time
employment ratio, rather than the generosity of social security, explained the work
and retirement patterns better, In conclusion, at least from the comparative per-
spective, the main problem of older adults’ work seems to be of labour demand
rather than of labour supply, to be of labour market structure and work oppor-

tunity rather than of the pull factor.

Key Words: Work and retirement, Work preference, Pull and push effect, mul-

ti-level analysis
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