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¢ Abstract D

Policy Network Analysis

on Korean Child Care Cash Benefit Expansion

Lee, Sophia Seung-yoon Lee* - Kim, Min Hye** - Lee, Ju-yong***

Child care cash benefit policy in Korea started in 2009 limited to the those under 2
years old in the poverty group entitled to National Basic Living Security Act and the
near poor group (100,000 won a month), However, in 2013 the coverage has been
expanded to everyone under 5 (200,000 won for those between babies in their first
year, 150,000 won for the second year and 100,000 won for those between 2 to 5
years old) regardless of the household income level. The policy change between
year 2012 and year 2013 requires a rapid increase in child care budget - 760%
increase, This paper examines this exceptional expansion in child care cash benefit
using policy network analysis, We found that local election as well as general elec-
tion immediately effect the interaction between policy actors and the types of
networks, This suggest that policy actors recognize child care cash benefit to be
more directly related to the election result compared with child care services. Also
conflictive interaction between the parties and government bodies with budget re-
straint also facilitated the diversification on the child care cash benefit discussion.
The policy making process of child care cash benefit was led to policy adoption im-
mediately after the presidential election suggesting that policy formation process
and the policy adoption had an close relationship in the Korean child care cash

benefit policy process.

* Ewha Womans University, Department of Social Welfare, corresponding author (sophia.sy.lec@ewha.ac.kr)
** M.A. Courses, Ewha Womans University, Graduate School of Social Welfare(kimmin3021@empal.com)
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