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¢ Abstract D

Does publicness reduce risks?:

examined across OECD countries

Hearan Koo*

This study aims to examine the level of publicness in OECD countries and to test
the relationship between publicness and risks. In order to do it, I construct a com-
posite index of publicness consisting of four sub-dimensions; public values, social
justice, democratic civicness, and public openness and compare the level of public-
ness across OECD countries, In addition, I identify four different types of public-
ness in OECD countries and analyze the relationship between the publicness types
and public and private risk management capability. The results can be summarized
as follows, 1) the level of publicness is the highest in the northern European coun-
tries, such as Norway, Sweden, and Finland, and the lowest in Korea, Japan, and
Hungary, 2) there are four types of publicness found: participatory republican,
government-centered republican, inclusive liberal, and exclusive liberal, Korea
shares the distinct characteristics of the exclusive liberal publicness, 3) countries
representing the participatory republican publicness type show better capability to
responding to a broad range of risks, while countries representing the exclusive lib-
eral publicness type show poor capability. In conclusion, I suggest that it is neces-
sary to restructure publicness to become more participatory and more inclusive in
Korea, in order to reduce risks. Trust and transparency may provide a firm basis for

realizing publicness.

Key Words: publicness, public values, social justice, democratic civicness, and pub-

lic openness, risk management capability
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