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¢ Abstract D

The Paradigm Shift of Social Policy for
Unwed Mothers in Korea

Lee, Yongwoo*

Unlike the past several decades when over 90% of unwed mothers chose to adopt their chil-
dren, the number of never-married mothers who determine to raise their children for them-
selves has recently been increasing. However, many unwed mothers are still suffering from
a diversity of problems including poverty, discrimination and biased stereotypes. To this
end, this study aims to observe the development process of social policy for unwed mothers
in Korea, with a special focus on the policy paradigm shift, and examine current social serv-
ices for never-married mothers and their children, The results of the study shows the para-
digm shift of social policy for unwed mothers occurred around the mid-2000’s towards help-
ing never-married mothers rear their children. However, social services for them have not
kept pace with the paradigm change, which makes still very much hard for unwed mothers
to raise their kids on their own. The study concludes with policy implications for improving

social services for families headed by never-married mothers,

Key Words: unwed mothers, social policy for unwed mothers. paradigm shift of social policy
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