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¢ Abstract D

Evaluating the Efficacy of Income Security System of Korea

Kang, Shin-Wook

It is essential in social policy evaluation to examine how effectively they protect people from
social risks. The aim of this study is to evaluate the effectiveness of five income security pro-
grams of Korea in coping with poverty, using KoWEPs data. We analyse the coverage and
adequacy of these programs, joint as well as individual, for each sub-groups. As a result, it
was found that 35% of the poor get none of the benefits, The coverage and adequacy for the
aged is rather high. However, for the working age people, the unemployed in particular, are
very poorly covered and average benefits levels are very low. These findings imply that
there are much room and demand for improvement of Korean income security program, es-

pecially for working age population,

Key Words: income security programs, coverage, adequacy, take-up, poverty reduction,
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