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( Abstract D

Welfare Regime of Park, Jeong-hee Authoritarian
Anti-communism Developmental State.

Hongsik Yoon*

This study has examined how the welfare system has changed as it has passed through the
most controversial period in Korean modern history, The welfare system has changed in a
way that adapts to the need for export-led economic growth, Industrialization centered on
light industry, which started in the mid-1960s, absorbed the labor force that existed in the rural
areas and commodified them, thereby creating a momentum for Korean society to get out of
poverty. However, the public de-commodification, ie social security system, adapted to the
commodification of the labor force has been institutionalized only in a very limited area and
people. Indeed, the de-commodification system was confined to the area directly linked to
the reproduction of the labor force, Even so, the target was very limited in the abundance of
labor in rural areas. Compulsory medical insurance was rejected because of corporate burden,
and industrial accidents insurance was introduced centering on large-scale workplaces. As the
Korean economy began to move from the light industry to the heavy industry in the 1970s, the
commodificated labor force changed from a low skilled labor force to a skilled male labor
force, It is at this time that dual structures have begun to be created between workers em-
ployed in export-oriented large enterprises and workers employed in domestic-oriented
SMEs. Therefore, the system of de-commodification that supports the reproduction of labor
power in response to social risks has also been institutionalized centering on large-scale

workplaces.
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