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( Abstract D

Care as a Constitutional Value

Hee-Kang Kim*

By examining care from a normative perspective projected in the Constitution of South Korea,
this paper attempts to assess care from the standpoint of justice and establish the status of care
as a concrete political value, The point that this paper focuses on in the Constitution is about
the “human worth and dignity” and “right to pursue happiness” clauses of the Article 10 at the
beginning of Chapter II which defines the rights and duties of citizens, The clauses of “human
worth and dignity” and the “right to pursue happiness” are generally interpreted as the highest
values of the constitutional order, While exploring the human dignity and the pursuit of hap-
piness clauses in light of care, this paper intends to address the value of care as human dig-
nity, which is the highest ideology and constitutional principle of the Constitution and, at the
same time, the limitation of explaining the freedom to care with a liberal concept of freedom
implied in the pursuit of happiness. Ultimately, this paper argues for the justification of put-
ting ‘care’ in the Constitution, In the end, this paper aims to emphasize the significance of care
as a guiding principle for the maintenance of our lives and society, a primary principle of so-
cial regulation and public governance, and a direction for a just state which can identify and

rectify care injustices,

Key Words: care, Constitution, human dignity, pursuit of happiness, care injustice
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