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( Abstract D

Care Penalty and Basic Income

Jayoung Yoon*

The economic penalty of care and gender inequality reinforce each other. Unequal dis-
tribution and treatment of care are at the basis of gender inequality. Care creates economic
penalty that deepen gender inequality, Those who perform care work tend to take the posi-
tion of the vulnerable in socio-economic power relations, Due to their weak position, it is dif-
ficult for them to voice out a fair treatment and reward for their work, As a result, care work-
ers both at home and in the public sector suffering from lower economic value of care are
positioned in unequal gender relations with more vulnerable socioeconomic status. The basic
income system may have the potential to mitigate multifaceted gender inequalities in our
society. For the introduction of basic income to help realize the real freedom for women, it is
necessary to understand unique natures of care work and tackle economic penalties of care
work, This paper examines the relationships between care penalties and basic income, focus-
ing on the debate on the introduction of the basic income system, We argue that if the eco-
nomic penalties caused by unique natures of care work are not eased or resolved, the in-

troduction of the basic income may not contributes to alleviating gender inequalities.

Key Words: basic income, care work, gender division of labor, care penalty, gender inequality
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