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( Abstract D

The Experience of Self-employed Business and the
Income Mobility by Age Group

Dokyun Kim*

This paper aims at analysing what impacts the experience of self-employed business have
had on the income mobility, Since 2000s, the flexibilization of labor market and the pop-
ulation aging led to the increase of the number of self-employed job as many retirees at the
age of early 50s has set up the self-employed business as a bridge job. However, previous re-
searches just have emphasized on the impoverishment of the self-employed, but not focused
on what different effects the experience of self-employed had on the income class mobility by
age group. This paper compares the difference in the income class mobility by age group
and employment status, and analyses its longitudinal trends. According to the result, as a
whole the experience of self-employed has positive effect on the upper mobility of income
class, but it become disadvantageous for the upper mobility as the age goes up. When be-
longing to the age group over 60s, the experience of self-employed rather increases the risk of
lowering income class. Just as the experience of self-employed has different effects on income

class mobility by age group, so the differentiated measures for age groups are demanded,

Key Words: bridge job, impoverishment of the self-employed, mobility, upper mobility, lower
mobility
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