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Hermeneutic Translation Theory and Text Function

Kim, Hyo Joong
(Catholic University of Daegu)

After the 1970's, a transitional period to pragmatism in linguistics, textual
linguistics was used for translation studies. It was only during the late 1980's
that the concept of culture was introduced into the translation studies. Since
then, the translation studies saw dynamic developments which had its roots in
holistic-gestalt principles from the prototype theory. These developments
indicated the transition to the hermeneutic(functional) translation theory. This
theory puts emphasis on translated texts rather than the original text.

The key matters of translation lie in the functional differences of words
and expressions among the variety of cultures. In other words, connotations or
cultural understanding of a word or expression differ from culture to culture.
Each group of people in different parts of the world has their own way of
seeing and understanding each environment. Thus, cultures of different
characters are created accordingly. On the other hand, once a cultural tradition
takes root, it starts to affect the way of thinking and behaviour of its members.
Furthermore, language contains the cultural elements of the group of people
who speak that language. In the light of this knowledge, we can understand
the importance of the functional differences of words and expressions
aforementioned. The essence of a language is a culture.

For the last 20 or more years, the scholars of the translation studies have
paid attention to cultures in their studies and have recognized that it was
crucial to begin intercultural studies for the accurate translation. As was shown

by the word field theory, each language has different systems of concepts and
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values. To put it more simply, translation is a matter of culture, not a matter
of transferring linguistic signs. This realization helped to make the hermeneutic
translation theory seem valid to the scholars' eyes.

The author's opinion goes even beyond this. It is difficult to define what a
function is in the functional(hermeneutic) translation theory, since the concept
of culture on which the theory is based, is a complicated mixture of various
elements that are both accidental and incoherent. Therefore, translation is a
matter of inter-disciplinary and comparative-cultural studies. Consequently,

hermeneutic translation theory is one of the most important translation theories.

P Key Words: Kulturem, heterogeneous qualities of languages, communication,
textual function, textual principle, text sense, hermeneuric translation
theory



