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[ Abstract |

A Study of Errors in Korean-Japanese Translation

for the Travel Information Leaflets

Chung, Il-young
(Kyung Hee University)

Among media sources providing Japanese visitors who don’t speak Korean
at all with travel information about Korea are printed materials, including
Internet web sites, and signboards, etc. 1 examined the leaflets, one of the
printed forms of material, introducing three of the five main palaces; Kyungbok
gung, Ducksu gung and Changduck gung, and analyzed the errors that most

commonly and frequently appeared in this material.

The results of the research are as follows.

1) The inadequately written original Korean leaflets have prevented the
Japanese version of the leaflet from being an authentic source of
information.

2) Old Chinese words no longer used in current Japanese vocabulary, too
sophisticated words even unfamiliar to Japanese and grammatical errors
frequently appeared.

3) Standard uniform Japanese terms for Korean traditional architecture are
needed.

4) Editing agencies and professionals specializing in Japanese translations
for Korean traditional culture and history are required. And also native

Japanese editors need to do thorough work.



What was gained from this research is the fact that the errors in
translations not only cause trouble in communicating, but also do damage to
the national image. Furthermore, they can be a big obstacle to attracting

international tourists and promoting the tourism industry.

In the final analysis, my suggestions are that attentive revision should be
given to the present translations of travel information guides and from now on,

all translation should be done considering the matters mentioned above.



