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[Abstract]

Acceptability of Translations:

Focused on Translation Critics’ Views

Jeon, Hyunju

(Sejong University)

The purpose of this study is to propose the prerequisites of the stable
internal and external “acceptability” of the target texts(TT), which translators
should follow. TT processed through the assessment and evaluation tests openly
is considered as the authentic TT which has its acceptability.

The translation criticism texts(TCTs) are the most effective mechanism in
catching out the requirements of TT's acceptability straightforwardly, for they
are based on the analysis of source text(ST) and TT. Therefore, this paper
discusses the elements required in ‘the internal and external acceptability of the
TT's,” focusing on the critics' viewpoints on the existed translation
phenomenons in TCTs. And it is based on the analysis of the 29 TCTs in one
of the most authentic Korean academic journals, In/Out: English Studies in
Korea and specialized newspapers, Kyosu Newspaper.

After reviewing the critics' views in TCTs, it is found that they focus on
internal and external elements of the texts evenly. Separating them into
‘extra-text's elements’ and  ‘intra-text's elements,” it is clearly surfaced that
their major checking elements for TT's acceptability are such as ‘TT's
publishing records in target culture’, ‘translator's qualification’, ‘translation
strategy’; ‘vocabulary, sentence and paragraph translations’, and ‘translator's
carelessness’. At first, regarding the ‘extra-text's elements’, critics placed a

great emphasis on the translators' ethical attitude against undesirable translation



practices including plagiarism, extracting translation, embellishment translation,
combined translation and so on. And, concerning translators' qualification, they
require them to possess abundant background knowledge on ST and its culture
in particular. If translators don't have this quality, they can be called ‘culturally
illiterate” and ‘lack of translation ability’ harshly. And the third, translators try
to establish appropriate translation strategy to meet the ST's faithfulness and
precision and TT's readership and expectation.

In the ‘intra-text's elements’ of TT's acceptability, the critics notice the
degree of translators' adaptation to ST in the first place. Thus they thoroughly
point out the problematic translated cases comparing ST with TT like awkward
word and sentence translations, omissions, additions and subtractions, misprints
of ST, the sentence and paragraph arrangements and etc. Besides they deplore
the inappropriateness and unnaturalness of the target language usages. In brief,
translators should try to meet the ST's author and TT's readers' expectation
effectively.

The eventual goal of this thesis is to encourage and direct translators to
make the effective translation strategies. By the same token, the purpose of
Translation Studies is to make the measurement grids to filtering the TT's
acceptability. And the guarantee of TT's acceptability is the eventual target of
all TTs. Accordingly considering the role of public recognition tools to endow
TTs with their acceptability, above proposed TCTs' pinpoints and critics' views
are conversely translated and should be adapted as the translators' guideline to

follow in translation.

P Key Words: acceptability, translation criticism, translator's guideline, plagiarism,
translation strategy
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