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[abstract]

Translation and Modernization of Japan in Meiji Period

Choi Kyung-ok
(Hanyang University)

From a synchronic point of view, it is not reasonable to separate the issue
of translation in the early Meiji period from the process of modernization in
Japan. It is because one of the major premises for this westernization is the
extensive translations of western literature.

Meanwhile, from a diachronic point of view, it is indispensible to take the
culture of the Tokugawa period which succeeded Meiji period into
consideration. What made it possible to accomplish such highly refined works
of translation throughout almost every field of the culture was inevitability of
the historical experience, linguistic method, and intellectual ability.

The concept of western civilization that Japanese Sages had translated
was introduced to Japan mainly by the members of Meirokusha. They could
not ignore the Emperor system-centered arbitrary I[lluminism that traditional
imperialism emphasized, although they had accepted the French Illuminism and
the British utilitarianism within the point of a moderate civil rights movement.
Thus, the understanding of western civilization that members of Meirokusha
had accepted was divided into the traditional doctrine of national rights and the
modern doctrine of civil rights. Moreover, the Meiji government could not help
but taking a line to establish a new and westernized civilization due to the
situation that the conquest of the Great Powers over Asia had been elevated.
After this, Meirokusha became disorganized.

In this vortex, the translation of western language came to be developed by

the perspective of harmonizing Japanese traditionalism and new modernism. In



other words it means the achievement of the objectified third notion that could
comprehend scientifically and positively the reality derived from western
languages. The language of translation as the third notion came to have
significance as a language that could acknowledge and share the oriental
system like Japanese society or others under similar circumstances.

This context tells us that the modernization and issue of translation in
Japan should not be neglected as someone else's matter, but instead should be
taken as a key factor that is able to solve the relations of conception among

nations after the modern age led mainly by Korea and Japan.

P Key Words: translation of Meiji period, modernization of Japan, Meirokusha,
acceptance of the western conception, civilization.
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