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discourse of all things that had happened to them in their pilgrimage: and thus
Christian began.

Christain. My honoured and well beloved brother Faithful, I am glad that I have
overtaken you and that God has so tempered our spirits that we can walk as
companions in this is so pleasant a path.

Faithful. 1 had thought, dear friend, to have had your company quite from our
town, but you did get the start of me; wherefore I was forced to come thus much of
the way alone.

Christain. How long did you stay in the City of Destruction, before you set out
after me on your pilgrimage?

Faithful. Till I could stay no longer; for there was great talk presently after you
was gone out that out city would in short time with fire from Heaven be burned
down to the ground. (101, Penguin, 1965)
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[Abstract]

The Protestant Missions for Translation and Modernization of Korean

Language and Literature during the Modernization Period

Chung, Chung Ho
(Chung Ang University)

The establishment of Protestant Christianity during the late nineteenth
century was one of the most significant factors which spurred the
modernization of traditional Korea and the various cultural exchanges with the
West. Through Koreans' own efforts, Protestant missions began coming to help
set up the Protestant church in Korea. The Koreans' spiritual hunger and the
urgent need for national rejuvenation motivated the rapid spread of
Protestantism through the Word of God. This paper explores the Protestant
missions' Korean translations of the Christian Bible and other religious
documents during Gaehwagi or the Modernization Period(1894 to 1910).
Protestant missionaries' translation and publication projects were very much
conducive to modernization of Korean language and literature during the late
nineteenth century and early twentieth century.

In Manchuria Scottish Presbytarian missionaries, Rev. John Ross, and Rev.
John Mclntyre began to translate the Christian Bible into Korean with the help
of several devout Korean adherents like Yi Ung Chan, Pack Hong Chun and
So Sang Yun in the 1870's. They published the Korean Gospels of Luke and
John in 1882 and continued to translate and publish the four Gospels, the Acts,
the Romans, the Second letter to the Corinthians, the Galatians and Ephesians
in 1855. In 1887, they finally came out with the entire New Testament, called

the Ross version. This was the first complete translation to be published in
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Korea. Rev. John Ross also wrote A Corean English Primer in 1877 and
Corea, Its History, Manners and Customs in 1880. In Japan Yi Sujong, a
member of the Korean friendship mission to Japan headed by Park Young
Hyo, translated some books of the New Testament from Chinese into Korean
in 1884. The first Protestant missionaries to Korea, the Revs. Horace
Underwood and Henry Appenzeller, brought with them the Yi-translated Gospel
of Mark.

The Holy Bible written in Hangul seemed to command high terms for
modernization of Korean language and literature along with the first translation
of the Western novel, John Bunyan's The Pilgrim's Progress in 1895. In
addition, the publication of Christian newspapers and magazines during
Gachwagi also contributed greatly to modernization of Korean language and
literature. At that time Gaehwa, modernization or civilization, meant
Westernization in many respects. The modemization of the country needed
Christianity as its spiritual backbone. All the Protestant missions for translation
during Gaehwagi thus rendered basic service to the early stage of Korean
modernization in many areas; as such, it is critical to study the close
relationship between the first Korean translation of Bible and the modernization

of Korean linguistic and literary culture.

» Key Words: Gaehwagi, or Modernization Period, Translation of the Holy Bible,
Korean Language, Grammar and Dictionaries, Modernization of Korean
language and literature
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