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B W ( ) Other Stories (1964) Seidensticker e 1SHES
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FEEAIN (1930) Asakusa (2005) Alisa Freedman Press
HE (1935-37, 1947) | Snow Country (1956) | Edward G. Seidensticker Knopf
4N (1951-54) The Master of Go (1972)| Edward G. Seidensticker Knopf
T (1949-1952) | Thousand Cranes (1959) | Edward G. Seidensticker Knopf
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B FEshe Bae Ba we 34 A did SR <l Hojrom
A9 09 2w wild Ad3le A AH Rl “as a way of
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AEABY7% (KB (1964) | A Personal Matter (1968) John Nathan Grove Press
FIETCF- N7+ b iR—)v | The Silent City: A Novel Kodansha Int'l
John Bester
(1967) (1974) (Tokyo/New York)
biLh DIERE 4 &
o Ap S Teach t 1
B EREZ & cach Us to Outgrow John Nathan Grove Press
Our Madness (1977)
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vy F 7 s —HE The Pinch Runner L .
Michiko N. Wil M. E. Sh:
(1976) Memorandum (1994) | o0 rson Sharpe
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hn Nath: P
(1983) of the New Agel (2002) | *onn Nathan Grove Press
NEDBUK (1989)  |An Echo of Heaven (1996)| Margaret Mitsutani|  Kodansha Int‘l
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[Abstract]

A Case Study of the English Translators of Japanese Contemporary

Novels — Translators of Yasunari Kawabata and Oe Kenzaburo

Lee, Hyung-jin & Hwang, Sunhae
(Sookmyung Women's University)

This paper aims to investigate and analyze the critical roles of English
translators in the reception and dissemination of the novels of Yasunari
Kawabata and Oe Kenzaburo in the United States. The research has found that
the first-generation English translators of contemporary Japanese novels came to
be in touch with Japanese culture and literature through the personal experience
of World War II, and the second-generation translators comprise of mostly
American translators who started studying Japanese and Japanese literature in
college. Moreover, most of these translators are professors teaching Japanese
language and literature in American colleges, which highlights the critical role
of the translators of the target culture in the process of reception.

The study concludes that various means of introduction and dissemination
of Japanese novels by these translators, which aims to bridge Japanese novels
and American readers, have critically contributed to the successful reception of
Japanese contemporary novels in the North American publication market. These
successful efforts include teaching Japanese novels in the classroom, presenting
academic papers about Japanese novels and authors, writing newspaper or
journal articles about Japanese novels and authors, interviewing these authors
for media coverage, etc. which can be accomplished only by these
scholar-translators of the target culture. In this sense, translating literature into
another language is more than a simple cultural transfer, but inevitably a

purposeful cultural strategy.
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