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[Abstract]

A Study on the Training of Korea’s 1st Medical Interpreters in 2009

Kwak, Joong Cheol
(Hankuk University of Foreign Studies)

The Korean Ministry of Health and Welfare conducted the training of 64
Korea’s first medical interpreters from July to December. 2009. The project
had been made possible, in great part, by the influx of so-called foreign
patients into Korea and the additional budget approved and alloted to the
Ministry by the National Assembly in May, 2009 for training medical
interpreters.

Medical interpreting is one of the two major pillars of community
interpreting, with the other pillar, legal(court) interpreting, on which the first
international academic conference was hosted by the Graduate School of
Interpretation and Translation(GSIT) earlier in September, 2008. The conference
was meaningful in the sense that the Korean interpreting circle paid attention
to community interpreting for the first time in about 30 years during which it
taught mostly conference interpreting ever since the first interpreting school,
GSIT, was established in September, 1979.

Six GSIT professors majoring 5 different languages participated in the
project for 5 months. They started their contributions by researching the
existing theories and papers on community interpreting and in particular, on
medical interpreting and made textbooks and manuals to be used for training
the first medical interpreters who were chosen mostly from medical personnel
and conference interpreters earlier in July. 2009. Five months was not at all
enough time for training first medical interpreters, but the trainers did their

best to assist their government in meeting the urgent need for supplying
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interpreters to Korea’s hospitals who had to accommodate patients from abroad.

This paper sheds light on the theories on medical interpreting produced in
the select foreign countries and the curriculum of the first training in Korea. It
analyzes the result of the training and the final assesment of the 64 students,
conducted in December 2009. It also presents the challenges and problems
which appeared in that process and provide some advice for the following

training of the second medical interpreters, planned in 2010.

» Key Words: medical tourism, cross-cultural communication, community interpreting,
medical(healthcare) interpreting, accreditation

%23

aaslgolisa FA a9n o
kwakgsit@hufs.ac.kr

T ok s, A8, FAS

=EETY: 20109 1€ 269
AArgkEd: 2010 3€ 029
AAEAEL: 2010d 32 09



