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[Abstract]

A Study on the Korean Translation of Tao Te Ching’s Chapter 78

Lee, Jong-Sang
(Kongju National University)

There are many Korean translations of the former part(LAILM#ELLY2) of
the Tao Te Ching’ Chapter 78. But there is a great difference in meaning
among the translations, so we can not decide which translation is correct. The
objectives of this study are to investigate why the meanings of translations
differ according to translators and to try to translate it newly.

The main reason why there is a difference in meaning among the
translations is difference in the interpretation of a character ‘%°. They
interpretate ‘%)’ as a meaning of ‘change’, ‘ease’ and ‘replace’. But they take
a sentence out of context, so all translations is illogical.

They all don’t pause between 4% and L), so they interpret ‘f%LL” as ‘not’
or ‘can not’. Because it is of mistake not to pause %% and L), we should
pause & and Ll to interpret ‘4%&LL" correctly. When we pause ‘%% and ‘LA’
and supplement the ellipsis of subject and object, the interpretation of ‘M L’
is ~not having the form, so~.

In accordance with our result of study, we can translate the front part of
Chapter 78 of the Tao Te Ching as follows; ‘Nothing in the world is softer
and weaker than water. Yet nothing is better at attacking the hard and strong.

For water has no fixed form so that the form of water can be changed easily.

» Key Words: Chapter 78 of the Tao-Te-Ching, interpretation, translation, how to
pause between phrases
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