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5) “It is sensual, provocative and violent, ripe with potent images, startling colours and
disturbing questions. Sentence by sentence, The Vegetarian is an extraordinary
experience.” Daniel Hahn (2015) “The Vegetarian by Han Kang, review —an
extraordinary story of family fallout” The Guardian, 24 January 2015.

6) “There is much to admire in Han's novel. Its three-part structure is brilliant,
gradually digging deeper and deeper into darker and darker places; the writing is
spare and haunting; but perhaps most memorable is its crushing climax, a
phantasmagoric yet emotionally true moment that's surely one of the year's most
powerful. This is an ingenious, upsetting, and unforgettable novel.” Gabe Habash
(2015) “Fiction Book Review: The Vegetarian by Han Kang” Publishers Weekly 26
October 2015.
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[Abstract]

Cultural Translation of Korean Literary Translation:
Location of Cultural Translations of Korean Literature

Lee, Hyung-jin
(Sookmyung Women’s University)

This study aims to examine particular locations where cultural translation
takes place in the process of translating Korean literature into English, and
analyze the hegemonic conflict points between the established status of Korean
literature in Korea and the emerging status of its English translation abroad.

Over the course of time the Korean literature has established its own
hegemonic tradition which carries the representative cultural identity of
Koreans. However, recently these vested rights of Korean literature in Korea
have been challenged by the successful reception of the English translations of
Korean literature which seems to have established its own cannonical
hegemony in English-speaking countries with a different group of Korean
writers including Shin Kyung-sook and Han Kang. The particular locations
where two different cultural hegemonies conflict each other include school
textbook, anthology, literary award, and bestseller. The success of the English
translation of Korean literature seems to present a different kind of hierarchy
of the tradition of Korean literature, based on the different kind of preference
by publishers and readers in English-speaking countries.

Eventually, the higher status of cultural hegemony of the English
translations of Korean literature in English-speaking countries seems to
influence, interfere and eventually subvert the existing hegemonic hierarchy of

Korean literature in Korea. The questions of ‘who does own Korean
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literature?’, *who does have more authority about Korean literature’ and ‘who
does know Korean literature more?’ have become a critical point of cultural
translation in the process and reception of the English translation of Korean

literature these days.

» Key Words: Cultural translation, literary translation, Cultural hegemony, Anthology,
Literary Prize, Bestseller, The Vegetarian, Please Look After Mom

ojgx
S gL Joldwer
jinlee@sookmyung.ac kr

TRk =Y, Eahie, gt dofy

EEETYU: 2016 79 299
AArgEd: 20169 99 59
AASAHL: 20161@ 99 22d



