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ST1: Of course, in fact, for months now congressional Republicans have
been saying there are things I cannot do in my final year.
Unfortunately, this dinner was not one of them. (2016)

ST2: For example, some people now suggest that I'm too professorial.
And I’d like to address that head-on, by assigning all of you some
reading that will help you draw your own conclusions. (2011)
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ST3: Now, I know you were a little tense when the GOP tried to cut
your funding, but personally I was looking forward to new
programming like “No Things Considered or “Wait, Wait---Don’t
Fund Me. (2016)

ST4: I've even let down my key core constituency: movie stars. Just the
other day, Matt Damon said he was disappointed in my
performance. Well, Matt, I just saw “The Adjustment Bureau,” so
right back atcha, buddy.
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STS: Good evening, everybody. It is an honor to be here at my last —
and perhaps the last — White House Correspondents’ Dinner.

ST6: As some of you heard, the state of Hawaii released my official
long-form birth certificate. Hopefully this puts all doubts to rest.
But just in case there are any lingering questions, tonight I'm
prepared to go a step further. Tonight, for the first time, I am
releasing my official birth video.
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I’d like to address that head-on, by assigning all of you some
reading that will help you draw your own conclusions.
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ST: Good evening, everybody. It is an honor to be here at my last —
and perhaps the last — White House Correspondents’ Dinner.
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ST: (Entrance music: “When I’'m Gone by Anna Kendrick)) You can’t
say it, but you know it’s true.
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ST: 1 will be officially a lame duck, which means Congress now will
flat-out reject my authority. And Republican leaders won’t take my

phone calls.
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ST: I’ve even let down my key core constituency: movie stars. Just the
other day, Matt Damon said he was disappointed in my performance.
Well, Matt, I just saw “The Adjustment Bureau,” so right back atcha,
buddy.
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ST: You all look great. The end of the Republic has never looked better.
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3) The president has excellent comedic timing. Litt (2016)
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[Abstract]

Humor in Political Speeches and Interpreting Strategies

Lee, Migyong
(Kyung Hee University)

Humor can be an effective tool in political speeches. Humor, though, is a
challenge for interpreters who need to mediate communication between the
disparate Source Language and Target Language evoking same playful response
among the target audience. With the aim to propose strategies for interpreting
humor, this study first looks into how humor is created and what triggers the
humorous effect. Second, the study conducts an analysis of 2011 and 2016
White House Correspondents' Dinner speeches delivered by President Obama
and their Target Language interpretations to explore strategies employed by ten
student interpreters studying at GSIT in Seoul. The analysis shows humorous
effect is created by unexpectedness that stem from incongruity in context,
meta-text and situation. In order to be received as funny, humorous discourse
needs to be unexpected within the predictability of the hearer. The analysis
also shows that interpreters will resort to interpreting strategies that will
maximize humorous effect - thus, amplification, overstatement and emphasis.
Unlike the initial assumption that interpreters will find strategies to fill the
knowledge gap between SL speaker and TL audience, interpreters opted to
amplify humorous effect by means such as using paralinguistic elements,

adding adjectives and adverbs, and choosing more effective word choice.

» Key Words: political humor, interpreting strategies, incongruity, amplification,
unexpectedness
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