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[Abstract]

A Study on the Problems and Proposed Solutions of
the Korean Webtoon Translation Industry:

Based on In-depth Interviews with Persons Concerned

Kang, Kyoungyi * Kim, Hyerim
(Ewha Womans University)

Although the amount of webtoon contents exported overseas has recently
increased, there is still a lack of understanding and academic studies on what
the actual webtoon translation industry is like. By interviewing in depth ten
people who work in companies that export webtoons and six webtoon
translators, this study aimed to analyze the problems in the translating/
localization process of exported webtoons and also proposed methods to
improve them.

The interviews highlighted various systematic and structural problems of the
webtoon translating and exporting industry: difficulties in guaranteeing uniform
quality and level of completion in translations; a lack of translators/editors and
job matching channels; low status of translators; lack of common data on
webtoon translation within the industry; illegal distribution of translated
webtoons; and irregular and short-term support policies for webtoon translation.
This paper sought out empirical and detailed solutions to these problems by

reflecting on the opinions of people who work in the field.

» Key Words: Webtoon translation, In-depth interview, Systematic and structural
problem, Solutions
» Al GENY, ASUEN, A28, A EAE, et
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