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Jaurais voulu les grands
yeux de mon pére. Mais
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[Abstract]

Visual Changes in Translated Sound Effects outside Speech Balloons

Based on English and French Translations of Graphic Novel “&”

Kim, Jagyeong
(Chung-Ang University)

Borodo (2015) noted that the visual mode in translated comics can be
altered and modified for a new target readership. This holds true for sound
effects acting as visual and linguistic signs, especially when located outside
speech balloons. However, visual changes in comics’ translated sound effects
have rarely been addressed. Against this backdrop, this study examines visual
changes in translated sound effects outside speech balloons based on the
English and French translations of “ZE”, a graphic novel authored by Keum
Suk Gendry-Kim. The analysis shows that the English version had more
frequent visual changes than the French version. English sound effects were
frequently moved into a different location, while French counterparts remained
almost in the same place, compared to the original. The size and thickness of
the original were also more faithfully reflected in the French sound effects,
although some were made larger and thicker to accentuate the intensity of the
sound. The findings draw attention to translated sound effects as visual signs,
indicating the need to further investigate the changes to the visual mode in the

context of comic translation.

» Key Words: graphic novel, comic translation, translation of sound effects, sound
effects as visual signs, visual changes in translated comics
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