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[Abstract]

A Narrative Analysis of Dialogue in the Korean Translation of
FF=BEMEC (“Chronicle of a Blood Merchant”)

Hyun-joo Lee
(The Catholic University of Korea)

The dialogues of characters in a literary text are believed to be a crucial
device through which the author may immerse themselves in the story and
empathize with their characters. In particular, the flow of the narrative,
which is interposed between direct speech in dialogues, has informative
functions that allow readers to fully comprehend the scene. Translators
need to fully comprehend dialogue intention to maintain the effect.
Distinctions exist between the author’s narratives in relation to dialogues
in a Korean translation and a Chinese original text. Writing conventions in
the two languages for an author’s narrative differ, so direct speech and
position of narratives in Chinese are modified in accordance with Korean
language norms. To investigate narrative dialogue translation approaches,
this study analyzed the Chinese novel & —=#l#Ifl5C, published in English
as Chronicle of a Blood Merchant, by Yu Hua (433E) and the novel’s
Korean translation. Analysis found four distinct translation approaches.
First, direct speech was eliminated when the subject of speech in the
scene was straightforward. Second, indirect speech using verbs such as
‘say (#)” and ‘ask ([i])> was changed into direct speech. Third, additional
adverbs and adverbial clauses not present in the original text were added
to the translated text to indicate a character’s gesture or emotion. Last, the
position of the dialogue narratives was changed.
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