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My object in writing this book was to correct the erroneous impressions I
have found somewhat prevalent—that the Koreans were a semi-savage
people. And believing that the object could be accomplished best in
displaying the thought, life, and habits of the people as portrayed in their
native lore, I have made these translations, which, while they are so
chosen as to cover various phases of life, are not to be considered as
especially selected. (Allen 1889, %2} A]E3)
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(3) 1.9 Sosee, who lived about 450 B.C., was born of humble parents,
but by her beauty advanced step by step till she gained complete control
of the Empire, and finally wrought its ruin. She is the ne plus ultra of
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beautiful Chinese woman.
2. Wang sogun. This marvellous woman by her beauty brought on a war
between the fierce barbarian Huns of the north and China Proper in 33
B.C. She was finally captured and carried away, but rather tan yield
herself to her savage conqueror, she plunged into the Amur River and
and was drowned. Her tomb on the bank is said to be marked by
undying verdure. The history of Wang sogun forms the basis of drama
translated by Sir John Davis and entitled the “Sorrows of Han”.
3. Soldo. A famous woman of China who lived about 900 A.D. Excelling
as a wit and verse writer, her name was given by her admirers to the
paper on which the productions of her pen were inscribed, till at last it
became a synonym for superfine notepaper.
4. Tak Mugun. A Chinese lady of the 2nd century B.C. famed in verse
and story and associated with the charms and delights of sweet music.
(Gale 1913: 1)
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o A I FHo HlE vUew 55 AWstaA ARhE ofitthe fierce
barbarian)’o|etx Ae Az S tiu|dnh. & ALS dilA afE
o9 ofgtheolv e Ao R tivet T AWd S A
% A Y= 7L UAE A Zrh g Aldo] EEE thdte] W3l
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(4a) Although the daughter of a dancing-girl, yet because her father was
of the gentry class, she was taught Chinese from her seventh year. In this
she greatly excelled, as also in stitching, embroidery and in music. (Gale
1913: 1)
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(5a) That's a daughter of Moon Plum, a former dancing-girl of this
country. She is called Choonyang”. [...] (Gale 1913: 3)

Not another word, Boy, but go and call her at once.” The Boy replied,
“Choonyang, Your Excellency, is known through all this south country.
From Governor to pettiest magistrate, everyone has tried to win her. The
beauty and fidelity of China’s most famous women surely never surpassed
her. She is in heart a princess, though born of a dancing-girl. Her
mother’s family, too, was originally of gentle origin. You cannot call her

thus.” The Young Master laughed, “You ignoramus, you, what do you
mean? Every bit of marble from the Hong Mountain, and all the yellow
gold from the waters of the Yaw, have each their master and owner. Go
and call her.” (Korea Magazine 1917, vol. 1 (9), 398)9

(6a) “She is Uhl Mahs’ daughter, a gee sang (public dancing girl) of this
city; her name is Chun Yang Ye”—fragrant spring. “/ yah! superb; I can
see her then, and have her sing and dance for me,” exclaimed Toh
Ryung. “Go and call her at once, you slave.”10) (Allen 1889)
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ancestry according to the books and records on hand she is just a thousand
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years old. She probably comes down from some of the best classes of the day
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[Abstract]

James Scarth Gale’s Retranslation of The Story of Choonyang:
A Note on His Source Text

Jinsil Choi
(Keimyung University)

This article aims to explore motives and characteristics of the Canadian
missionary translator James Scarth Gale’s (1863-1937) retranslation of The
Story of Choonyang in 1913, focusing on his source text selection. Unlike
Horace Newton Allen’s (1858-1932) first translation in 1889, allegedly a
highly influential translation at the time, Gale chose Yi Haejo’s
Okjoonghwa as his source text. Based on Gale’s personal trajectory and
characteristics of his source text and translation, this paper explores
motives of his retranslation, as to why Gale chose Okjoonghwa and how
his perspectives and attitudes are represented in translation. 1 argue that
Gale chose Okjoonghwa because the story centered on a heroine,
Choonyang, unlike Allen’s source, and described Choonyang as a noble
class, yangban. 1 also argue that the way in which Gale formulates the
translation is in line with his favorable attitude toward Korean women and
a ‘dancing girl’, gisaeng.

Keywords: Allen, Gale, Okjoonghwa, retranslation, The Story of Choonyang
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