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gl And now The Accusation is now going out into the world to
illuminate the darkness which shrouds North Korea, just like a beautiful
firefly, the pen name this writer chose for himself. (245)
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203 Le jeune homme repart aussitot et les manuscrits conservés
par Bandi pendant si longtemps se retrouvent en Corée du Sud. (8)
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o3 He was a child when the Korean War broke out, the war which
South Korea refers to by the date of its beginning, 6.25, and which the
North has dubbed the “Fatherland Liberation War.” (232)
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[Abstract]

Translating North Korean Writer Bandi’s Kobal
in Countries Surrounding the Korean Peninsula

Seung-eun Sung, Bo-kyong Kim & So-young Choi
(Hankuk University of Foreign Studies)

Kobal has drawn attention as a novel by a writer who is known to live in
North Korea, and has been translated in 28 countries to date. Kobal offers
an attractive example to examine paratextual transformations in its
translations; it has multiple paratextual elements to choose from in
translation, particularly in terms of its political ideology; and it has been
translated into many languages. According to a previous study of the
text’s paratextual transformations, in some translations in the West,
anti-North Korea ideology was mitigated; a neutral view between South
and North Korea was attempted; and Bandi’s identity was questioned.
These versions seem to be translated from the perspective of an outside
observer of the situation in North Korea. On the other hand, translations
in countries surrounding the Korean Peninsula, directly subject to North
Korea’s threat of war, may take a different view. Against this background,
this study demonstrates how political ideology is reflected in the paratexts
of Kobal’s translations in countries surrounding the Korean Peninsula
vis-a-vis some translations in the West as discussed in the previous study.
While there are no Chinese or Russian translations, paratexts of Japanese
and Taiwanese translations have fully conveyed the source text ideology.
The analysis supports the claim that political ideology is a major factor in
translation, from determining whether to translate the text to transforming
paratextual elements. This paper thus demonstrates a spectrum of
ideological reception, through paratexts, in multiple translations with
different socio-cultural backgrounds.
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