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[Abstract]

An Inductive Analysis of Machine Translation Errors for
Specializing Machine Translation in the Chinese-to-Korean
Legal Domain: Focusing on Papago Translations of
the Chinese Civil Code

Seung-hyuk Choi
(Sogang University)

The Civil Code is China’s primary legislation and the first law designated
as the “code” within China’s legal system. This study selected 1,258
articles from the Chinese Civil Code to create a machine translation
system specialized for the Chinese-to-Korean legal domain. First, the
selected articles were translated using the Naver Papago machine
translation system. After the translation, errors found in each article were
systematically compiled and categorized by type, including message,
language and grammar, structure. The analysis showed a significant
frequency of errors, especially in legal terminology and punctuation usage.
Although the study is limited by insufficient data for thorough analysis
constructing an extensive corpus of legal texts and scrutinizing their
characteristics for a highly specialized machine translation in the legal
domain would result in a more apparent domain-specific effect. The
changing landscape of the legal market, resulting from factors like legal
market liberalization, emphasizes the need for specialized machine
translation within the legal domain to keep up with significant demand for
legal translation. Considering the situation, this study identifies specific
error instances from the perspective of translation research, enabling
engineering scholars to recognize the prevalent errors in Chinese-to-Korean
legal machine translation, thereby reducing the gap between the roles
played in research by translation and engineering scholars and identifying
areas for cooperation and collaboration between the two studies.
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