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5 U A (identifying), 271 ¢)(attributing) 5% A E Tk

Katan¥} Taibi(2021, pp. 291-294)= 1o)7} 815 o€/ &=
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(Logical Levels Modelys ETfE 319 415 W& AElalqlth. FHe =
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For one family, a ringing phone and hope that their only daughter was
not on the list of the dead. (NYT 2022.10.30.)

'Like a hell": Relatives search for loved ones in Seoul after Halloween
crowd surge leaves 153 dead (UT 2022.10.30.)

American student killed in Seoul was on ‘first big adventure,” father
says (WP 2022.10.31.)
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Halloween Crowd Crush in Seoul Was ‘Absolutely Avoidable,” Experts
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‘Here’s what causes crowd crushes like the deadly one in Seoul (WP
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How generational gap may have helped lead to South Korea's Halloween
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Halloween Crowd Crush in Seoul Was ‘Absolutely Avoidable,” Experts Say
(WY) (NYT 2022.10.31.)
South Korean Police Probe Cause of Halloween Crowd Crush (WSJ
2022.10.31.)

Was Seoul’s deadly Halloween crush preventable? (WP 2022.11.1.)
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A comparative analysis of high-context communication and
low-context communication: A case study of the news headlines
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Abstract

This study investigates linguistic differences between Korean and foreign disaster
reporting headlines. Disaster reporting plays a role in delivering facts and
information, preventing the public from being shocked and upset, and driving
the formation of public opinion. This paper explores the different linguistic
features of the headlines about the Seoul Halloween crowd crush in Korean
and English news. After collecting headlines about the disaster with the search
word Itaewon, the researchers ran an analysis. The researchers tried to figure
out how two different cultures describe the same issue based on three categories:
‘What” to deliver facts or information, ‘How’ to express feelings, and “Who/Why’
to identify relations or to attribute the reason of the crush. The researchers
presupposed that Korean headlines, reflecting a high-context communication
culture, would focus on conveying context and feelings, while English, reflecting
a low-context communication culture, would focus on delivering text and facts.
However, the results do not support the hypothesis; Korean headlines show
relatively even distribution of three categories while English headlines show
a higher proportion of 'How.' The researchers understand Korean headlines to
be based on the cultural aspects and situational distinctiveness of the accident,
whereas English headlines were influenced only by the situation.

Keywords: Itacwon crowd crush; high-context communication; low-context

communication; disaster reporting; news headlines
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