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Analysis of discourses on machine translation in media reports and
scholarly articles

Jong-sung Chun
Department of Culture and Media, Konkuk University
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Abstract

This study addresses three questions regarding the reality of machine translation
(MT). First, it explores how media reports have shaped perceptions of MT. To
this end, the researchers conducted a mixed-method analysis of media reports
published from 2017 to 2022, incorporating a quantitative corpus analysis, a
text-level news package analysis, and a sentiment analysis. The findings indicate
no significant framing bias; however, the articles tend to emphasize MT’s
technical and positive aspects, often framing it as a technological novelty rather
than providing comprehensive discussions. Some articles present subjective and
illogical arguments, potentially generating misconceptions about MT among the
general public. Second, the study compares media reports and academic papers
on MT. Media reports focus on the benefits of the technology and the
perspectives of service providers, while academic papers mainly address human
translators and the practical use of MT, including post-editing. This comparison
highlights a significant discourse gap between the two realms. Third, building
on the previous findings, the study discusses the future role of translation studies,
emphasizing the need for improved public communication through media
contributions, industry-academic collaborations, and public lectures. Despite
limitations such as the omission of the most recent data and the lack of qualitative
information, the study provides valuable insights into the framing of MT in
media and academia, proposing future directions for the field of translation
studies.

Keywords: Machine translation; human translation; media; sentiment analysis;



W eI KCI Se =201 gkt Tpuel’ g5} 24 . B3
== s

discourse analysis
P 77, g, mjeje], 7

ox
M
1%
ot
e
M
1%

AEA (https://orcid.org/0000-0003-0988-0035)
Ass Fajvelsh) xms
jongsungk@konkuk.ac kr

o] =3 (A A AL, https://orcid.org/0000-0003-0397-6829)
FAd A TA A AT Hg g 2y

brandon4tni@cau.ac kr

=8 A 20249 59 149
12} AAF 95 20249 59 30Y
22} AAL 98 2024 69 9
AA 4. 20243 69 159

97



