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(1) =] Hek
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the mdow gAste] RAsh: ks 9t

(1) Her molecules had been desynchronized from the flow of time. / 2|1t
o Wy BA PrE A 529 ferA 2y

(2) They excelled in tactical training and military sciences, going on to
become a combat engineer. / Ngomai= A2]8h} E-g]dlel] st 2E
8- sheshs B4 F o) B4 @ 1 ot UL
)\}\q—«

(3) When speaking of their understanding of human behavior, they often
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bring up childhood memories of people-watching and solving puzzles /
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(4) This is how Tejo can place his abilities at a higher accuracy. / L2l A]

208 APl AT & A AR

(5) Clove must earn a kill or a damaging assist within a set time or they
will die / -2 5 A AJRE ol A E= AN ARES A &
oAbt

(6) Clove is fearless—in how they talk, in how they live, and in how they
approach every round. / S ZH7} ol W, Al W, BE 2
fuo) ek WA Feled Rai 47l Savn

@)= 24 AEEC HE, (5)«6)L =rkold] MEEQ] FRHB 3k
Azzolt), ouf )l A& ‘his ability’S Ted] A7 E W Asko] 3214 T
AR ARSI (5) A4 ‘they will die'E APTEUTFE W ste] vt
ZHAR 3917 digARel FolE AR As o AW (6)9M = how
they talk, how they live, and in how they approach every round’Z 5-¢] ‘they’
7F 3 SRR Fao] Mol M B AR ey AR olE
2 B Az do] Bol7|E itk <& »olME B ¢ Slke
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(7) After facing suspension due to multiple violent outbursts in the line of
duty, she subsequently chose to join the private sector as a bodyguard.
[ 2 Tl Hel 8 o] HHA gow s FAs B9
Jye W3k FEedlM dedow dapr|z A

(8) This aptitude, as well as her dedicated study of languages, served her
well when she moved to Tokyo to study at the Metropolitan Police
Academy. / o]l A7} <Aool digk AR SpEe 17}
A AR Te] el EaE AUgEs W 2 =l
=i

(9) They have a habit of diverting the conversation to theories of
psychology, rather than how it applies to them / ZE-> Alg]glo] =}
AEAA ALH e ARt diske Aeshy olgor Heks)
= F¥ol it

(10) Their parents, one Belgian and the other Congolese, were happy to
support all three siblings in their (quite different) career choices / &
ZlefQlat FaRlql 258 FE= Al A4 dold = AHS

38| AA s FAt
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(11) But with their excavating tools and quick wit, Sloan managed to fend
off any would-be troublemakers. / 1= W& =9} A% Q= o
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A Linguistic Approach to Queer Translation — Focusing on Non-Binary
Identity

Huijae Yu (yhuijae@gmail.com)
Department of Korean Language and Literature, Yonsei University

Abstract

This study explores how non-binary gender identity, particularly the use of the
singular ‘ they/them’ pronouns in English, is translated into Korean. Through
a comparative analysis of character descriptions from four online games
(Rainbow Six, Valorant, Overwatch, and Apex Legends), the study aims to
demonstrate how translation strategies differ between non-binary and binary
characters. The analysis reveals three dominant strategies: substitution, omission,
and acceptance . While omission rates were similar between binary and
non-binary characters (approximately 58%), reflecting Korean’s tendency to omit
personal pronouns, non-binary characters experienced significantly higher
substitution rates (39.5% vs 15.5%) and dramatically lower acceptance rates
(2.5% vs 24.5%) compared to binary characters. These differences were
statistically significant across all grammatical positions. Additionally, while
binary character translations varied according to anaphoric position, non-binary
character translations maintained consistent strategies regardless of context,
suggesting translators face stronger constraints when representing non-binary
identity than when managing general linguistic considerations . The findings
indicate that non-binary identity translation into Korean faces significant
linguistic and cultural challenges, reflecting both the absence of established
gender-neutral pronouns in Korean and possible resistance to or unfamiliarity
with non-binary concepts . This research contributes to our understanding of
how gender identity is linguistically negotiated across languages and cultures,
while highlighting the need for more inclusive translation practices in response
to the evolving global landscape of gender representation.

Keywords: Non-binary; queer translation; game translation; gender in translation;
queer linguistics
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