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Danmu as paratext: An exploratory study of paratextual functions
in Chinese fan-subtitled videos

Hae Rhim Kim (hrkim1007@ulsan.ac.kr)
Department of Global Humanities, University of Ulsan, South Korea

Abstract

This study examines the concept of paratext in media content by focusing on
danmu (bullet screens)—real-time viewer comments that appear directly over
video—and investigates their paratextual functions in shaping Chinese viewers’
reception of fan-subtitled videos. The analysis draws on danmu comments from
fan-subtitled Korean dramas uploaded to Bilibili, China’s leading user-generated
content platform. Building on Batchelor’s (2018) function-based criterion of
paratexts in audiovisual translation, this study proposes four revised criteria suited
to danmu: meta-communicative, informative, hermeneutic-instructive, and
commercial functions. Considering multiple features such as color, display mode,
timing of appearance, and user input time, the study presents detailed case
analyses of how danmu fulfills these paratextual functions. In the absence of
a comprehensive typology for paratexts in media content, danmu offers a more
contemporary model that can illuminate media reception practices in Asia—
examples that could complement the Euro-centric focus of earlier studies. Despite
its growing relevance, danmu has not yet been systematically examined from
a paratextual perspective. Addressing this gap, the study explores danmu in the
context of fan-subtitled videos to demonstrate its analytical potential.
Furthermore, by analyzing how Chinese viewers engage with fan-subtitled videos
through danmu under conditions of state censorship and regulatory constraints,
the study provides a sociologically grounded insight into translation reception

within China’s unique sociocultural environment.

Keywords: Danmu; bullet screen videos; viewer-created paratexts; fansubbing;

translation reception
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