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Trust comes from will--- | Trust comes from will---
will trust you, sir. And you I will trust you, sir.

will trust me soon. And you will trust me soon.

oful el Waks AR Ae 2ol SIAA Fola / And youE F vt
7ol 74 91 AgOR okEAA WAT AL & $ Uk 5, @ Al
QAL R o] AR FRE B9 T Age AFA F ko] WA
How, olel ouluslel uel Astge nelste] Auo] takE 4Hs

W 9e] 715 40] ok & ik

il

J8 4
<AR 2> wElsE Tedsto] X2t MEkSHK| 2 CHAF B X|S17|

| thought you knew that. - | thought you knew that.
~ Right, but...

— Then trust me.

—Right, but...
-Then trust me.
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The lyrics are too poetic to read for The lyrics are too poetic to read for
me. Move your lips more. me.

Move your |ips more.
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What is the best and easiest
way to open somebody’s mind ?
It is to talk about the past and
your weaknesses right away.

So those people who want trust
and sympathy from others tend to
speak about their past without
embamrassment.

And in this case, | put the trust
fist. So | use this way.
Especially, when | see people like
you.
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What’s the best way to open
someone’s mind? It's to talk about

your own weaknesses right away.

People who want to gain others’ trust
often talk about their past without
embarrassment.

In cases like this, trust comes first.
So | use this way.
Especially when | see people like
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<Al 5> 2EESE

’t be afraid, keep calm

Don

t be afraid... keep caim.

)

Don

Just make yourself comfortable

And trust me, please
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Don’t be afraid, keep calm.

Just make yourself comfortable.

And trust me, please.
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What? Did you tell your friends

of me? You did tell them
because you wanted to live.
You did kijssern yourself
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In 1980s, there was a movement for democracy which was against

The military dictatorship had made the democracy back down and
they repressed people who fought against the dictatorial regime
Many innocent people got sacrificed, imprisoned and tortured...

so they could maintain the government.

the military dictatorship in Korea.
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Translation process and translator roles in contemporary Korean
theater

Seungyeon Hong (hsy8677@hufs.ac.kr)
Department of English for International Conferences and Communication, Hankuk

University of Foreign Studies, Seoul, South Korea

Abstract

This study explores the process of translating English surtitles for the
contemporary Korean play “Heukback dabang” (Black and White Tea Room
— Counsellor), directed by Cha Hyun-suk, with a particular focus on performances
staged abroad. Drawing on a triangulated methodology—textual analysis,
non-participatory observation, and personal interviews—the study identifies a
five-stage translation process: script translation, revision and adaptation, surtitles
production, surtitles revision, and final adjustment to the performance context.
Key findings from the surtitles production stage include the following strategies:
1) spotting dialogue based on meaning units (clauses and phrases); 2) reducing
unnecessary transitions for short lines to enhance readability; 3) isolating
impactful lines on separate slides to match dramatic timing; 4) condensing
fast-paced speech for clarity; 5) using punctuation selectively to aid
comprehension without disrupting line flow. The study also highlights the
collaborative nature of surtitles translation, involving translators, revisers,
directors, operators, Korean and local actors, staff, and even audiences. By
examining the full spectrum of agents and processes involved, this research
contributes to a deeper understanding of how contemporary Korean theater can
be effectively introduced to global audiences through translation and

performance.

Keywords: Multimodal translation; play translation; stage translation; surtitles;
Black and White Tea Room: Counsellor
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