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Aow Bty HAo|A Gedolet H2> on|o|x] WMol U] &}
11) A . “Yioyumare ceGs 3HAYAT OTCEKAs XY/ble HABBIKM YCOBEPIIATh CeOS B

no6psx”(Liu, 2024, p. 559014 91-8-).
12) Y% : “Tlokoll ecTh MMpHOE, MBICISAMH He KoneOleMoe COCTOSHHE JyIIM;

CTIOKOMCTBHE €CTh YIAOBOJILCTBEHHOC COCTOSHUE TCJa, ITPOUCXOMAIICC OT IIOKOA

JYUIM WIM siCHee OT UyBCTBOBAHHA B cebe jobpa”(Liu, 2024, p. 55914 <Q1&-3).
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H|F29] W9 Korma uccmepyeM Bemy, IOCIE CEro M 3HAHHE
ycoBepmmTcs. Korja ycoBepuIuTCs 3HaHHE, TOCHE CETO M MBICIh
colenaeTcs MCTHHHOR. Korma MBICTs GyIeT MCTHHHOW, TOCNTE CETo H
cepmme wucmpsmutcs. Korja cepame 6ymeT mpsAMo, IOCTE  CETO
yIyamuM camux ce6s. Korpa yaydmmM camux cebs, Tocle Cero
JoM Gmaroycrpoutcs. Korma 6GmaroycTpoeH GymeT oM, MOCTE CETO

MOKHO OnaroymnpasuTh IapctBo. Korma OmaroympaBuM IIapcTBO, IOCIIE

13) o7]ellA Eahs g wFRe] thaat o] Mgtk HA(CKT) -
He6a”, T21({&5) - “ynyumenne camux cebs”, Ué“éﬂ(%% ) “IIPOCBETIIUTD
cBemble joopogerenn”, AMWICHI) - “obmoBurs mapox”, A& X|X|(FEAELN) -
“CHHUCKAHME IIO3HAHMHA COCTOMT B TOYHOM M SICHOM pa3yMEHHHM Belei’,

A A A (IAZE) - “ocTaHOBHTECA Ha COBEpIIGHHOM 106pe”.
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cero u IogueGecnas ymupurcs. (Liu, 2024, p. 5894 9183

o] 8T AM FHZF =3H= “mocne  cero”(Hll), “comemaercs
ucTHHO (55 0] A AT}, “ucnpavurcs’ (W= 7] =,
“emaroycrpourcs”(7FA TS| A ),  “Gmaroympasurs’(CF=#H ATl T2 S
RHEL AP T2 17-1847] Bo] AW mAEe|th 12 §of
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The first translations of the Four Books into Russian — Focusing
on Volkov's 18th-century translation of The Analects and Bichurin’s
19th-century translation of 7The Great Learning
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Abstract

This paper seeks to initiate a discussion on the historical trajectory of Confucian
classics in Russian translation by examining the earliest Russian translations of
the Four Books. The study focuses on Volkov’s translation dating back to the
18th century known as the earliest translation of the Four Books into Russian,
and the translation completed by Bichurin in the 19th century. Through careful
analysis of the historical background that gave birth to Russian sinology and
fostered its evolution, this paper aims to show the attitude change towards the
translation of the Confucian classics. While in the 18th century early Russian
scholars seemed to regard the translation of the Confucian classics merely as
language training exercise, the multi-layered structure of the translation offered
by Bichurin suggests that in the 19th century the Confucian classics became
a subject of scientific interest and research. Despite their historical value, the
early Russian translations of the Four Books still remain unpublished and thus
largely unexplored in scholarly research. Due to difficulties in accessing the
manuscripts, this paper draws on the findings of two previous studies,
highlighting the main characteristics of Volkov’s translation of 7he Analects
and Bichurin’s translation of The Great Learning. The study brings a new subject
to the Korean scholarship and represents a first step toward reconstructing the
history of the translation of the Confucian classics into Russian.

Keywords: Confucianism in Russia; Confucian studies; translation of Confucian
Classics; Four Books; Analects; Great Learning; Confucius
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