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To Helen

Helen, thy beauty is to me

Like those Nicéan barks of yore,
That gently, o'er a perfumed sea,
The weary, way-worn wanderer bore
To his own native shore.

On desperate seas long wont to roam,
Thy hyacinth hair, thy classic face,
Thy Naiad airs have brought me home
To the glory that was Greece,

And the grandeur that was Rome.

Lo! in yon brilliant window-niche
How statue-like I see thee stand,
The agate lamp within thy hand!
Ah, Psyche, from the regions which
Are Holy-Land!
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Kim My nhg-sun’s Korean translation of Poe’s “To Helen”:
A comparative analysis of Korean and Japanese versions

Jagyeong Kim (vandi98@naver.com)
Department of Business English, Seoil University

Abstract

This study examines Kim Myodng-sun’s 1922 translation of Edgar Allan Poe’s
poem “To Helen.” As a pioneering female author in colonial Korea, she was
the first to translate Poe’s poetry into Korean. A comparison with Kuriyagawa
Hakuson’s Japanese translation reveals that many of the divergences in Kim’s
version from the original can be largely attributed to her reliance on the Japanese
text. It is also worth noting that the omission of “wanderer bore” and the
restructuring of the stanzas appear only in her translation, shifts that foreground
Helen’s presence while marginalizing that of the male speaker in the poem.
Given that her translated works have often been underappreciated on account
of mistranslations, these findings invite a reassessment of her translation as a

manifestation of her agency as a female writer in early modermn Korea.

Keywords: Kim Myong-sun; female translator; 7o Helen; Edgar Allan Poe;

Japanese mediation
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