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4.1 Fof BTl gt Q1A ei=4, oMA|ofM, ciZEkM

IANELE AFol A IS AA UM L 1 AA HTHE ofA|o}Ad
o} th-glide] Wet <l A] ofm| & Fojstal ofdjatar STt &ll'd 2%
& s WA o R Shal gl Al BE 5 osle] dAEdAE Aad
A, TARNES] o] 5(A <, F7eh), SHE, ‘AFF T URMHAA] S48
of o]x S =efdlar vk FEAQ] wEF Arke 9 o Ak g
A AAE FASE L P55 Y AERE T3 wilen, AxAE 3
£ oML o]Z wrdst (g E, 2024; AR, 2025). L BAEL
oj9} & A = AAEE =l T3 842 B QJ3iTh

There is Korean identity written into the very show itself and I think that’s
something to celebrate.(¢] 31 &A= =4 HA|o] Zo] AJAA
lom], Il F23 71dd we Ak gleka A2gchy)

This is a story that is set in Korea and the set unapologetically displays
things in Hangul, keeps Korean names without changing them to make
them “easier to pronounce” and maybe you think that’s a small thing, but
I think that it still matters regardless.(©] 2}&< Sh=& WiH o2 3,
Folell= ghaol AR glol =eval, @ olFES LEe] 4
AP A @Al adlE fAFUY of | ARFES o] Alo] ARad

Alekar Yzpe Fe QAR As o] Fag ourh lvkal Y

t})

s 91eg 2 nolEr. e o
o]8 HA Z¢ MElL A&sAUF £03F 9407 olAlE) A& o] &
9 Q% AT F2H BAS JYHAY B4R 2w, 2308
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o] Ql4she o] 4E| Knewi T o] S4olebunt by
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I feel like getting Western people to watch more Asian proshots (fans
promoting them like they did with k-pop) would do a lot. (E°] K-pop
2 FRYA AA) AT BAS0] obAlo} T A3 G iHproshon) S
o Wol MRS shs slo] mgol @ A 2ol

[...] point isn't to single out the asianness of MHE, its to show that asians
belong on broadway in every show. (241> MHES] oro}4 E444S
Az A o, olAjolRlEe] HzEsole] WE Flo] &8 4
982 nolFE AYuh)

2 ol MHE; o] ¥ @elx BAEn 28 AEQelw B8
o, BASE ol @ RALole WAow el opoly

ool FEohs ol FEIHA dE 50, A THE
ok oA “oprlo}A] thEA(Asian representation)”o|2t EE O] AR
st o) o Aol Al d=oldhs 54T WS =7 WER
O HE oprobd xkde] ofu|7t HofHan SlEE WolEth

ot HE o 22 AAEel AHTd A o] Foprof Ante
shtel AR T oR dste= M FAle] Bl steol Jlth o
Al s, PE =7 R84 S 3 E AL oprolehe AL E AA



Let me begin by saying a large number of people are saying that since the
show is set in Korea, the actors on stage should be Asian. The problem
with this argument is that these people are using the words Korean and

Asian interchangeably. This is a long ongoing issue of people assuming

that all Asians are the same and ignoring the distinct cultural differences
between different Asian countries. (% B2 AlgrEo] o] FA|4o| 3t

S wEe= st gleyzt Foel A uje-ER ofroRrle]ofo}
o =8, - o] Fl EAls Algee] d=9ldt opA
oRQlS T 2 WA AojM 2a gl Aela. oz AR 2
AR, ofAlelRlES T SThaL Wl ofAJo} Zh v} Atelo]
FEg 5hA ApolE Al HEle Blgt olojA] dlolf) (BEe
A7 B3)

Mo PHL w3 Alslo| A BEEgo] Fx|Zo]
o] W el dee ofn A5l 7

AYE 4447 FA4e W A3k
Aoz & F 9tk A, BEEdo] XA 7t gkl Wk #g &
oA A P 71ds] wEe e gton, v=lEe FAE 1
S B3l AA} dAle AALE wAH o APshHAA, 2025). 53,
o1 Ar|e} e v Hrls HEE=9olo) F8 3E 7bed R T
Suffs(M22)), "&lulieAEE] D)) 59 2Eo] Ets] FA= L rh(HA
74, 2025). @A F&AE0] 'MHE ¢ BA3 #AE g=olehs 54 w3
B} Y2 ofrjole] W] YAAIZIHA FA clEA A vl o7t
9] A A st FEew gstar e Hes Ao ge A
27} 259 v A7 FEEE e gES wkedshe w3k AR
A7) WEd = AchA A3 &, 2025).

A, olgfdt dFS o] e EFAol wA FUlR MYH=
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o] ZhFo] HEEolZ Mox= HAA A, oid, £4 5 47 715
oAE gy AMAZE G218 AR A9 Sof, ARuAelA WA
59 M= A Edo] HEz WA oo A=zt AstEAY
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Did Hue Park come up with the Korean and English lyrics at the same
time, or was there a complete pass in Korean, and then a completely
separate second pass in English? (- Hlo] dl=ole} o 7}ALE FAlo|
Aeate, oW WA BTolz e 7, 98] Mol F uA)
F4Ee AR oI ALY

What was the thought behind the addition of new songs and subtraction of
the existing songs of the korean version of the musical? Kinda sad because
one of the deleted songs was one of my faves. (HZE¢o] B A
2 S FrhetaL gl B | 71E 52 W vl od
ow7t Ike? Ak Fokshdl wmelrh skt AN F okl
th)

Also the lyrics has different nuances in each language, is it intentional due
to the different plot point or is it part due to limitations of translation?
(&, 7t dlojrie} e Wogeag s, oA B4 A
of Wil e A7k, ohfwl Wele] | wliEl7Ea)

I understand that Gil Brentley's song "Then I Can Let You Go" is a
replacement for a number sung by Oliver and Claire in the original Korean
version. | love having the additional dose of Gil, but are there any songs
from either the Korean version or the Atlanta production that you were sad
to “let go” for the Broadway production? (A7} ¥¢7|2+= 4 HAEL] 9

10)

o5 Atololl A ‘translation’ ¥ Ao} vRRZPA R f=io] HAE o]
O &7 AR opet 7H B9 Aol 5 Admahs Fel9] e

€91 Y5 ¢ 5 Aok
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%= “Then T Can Let You Go”7} ¢=ro] 92 WAol|A S2|H9} &
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g
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¥lo] ol nE), ol WA Qo] WA 7ke) Aol Hlmala B}
st =97HA] A4 02 Fofsial AT o] 52 “the korean script and
lyrics of maybe happy ending is quite different from the english counterparts(‘]
A sl e] deo] sl Fbe odojsh ) thErhyeh o] o]
2tol& 2|43}, “More positive than the English lyrics(3de] 7FAFRTH o &
A& olth,” “I think it flows better in Korean(3t=ro17} o F&3A =74x
t}),” “This is so beautiful. Korean version is just so beautiful(d= o}tk
ol WAL 1A olggThye} Lol &l e fATRS ol Wb
gt} oF2? “korean version of Where You Belong is called Thank You
Oliver(‘Where You Belong’®] =0 W72 ‘Thank You Oliver2til &3
threl o] ghmo] WA i ARE AT, vt o] A 3
AWl Aol & g6t = stk

In the Korean version, it’s pretty similar, although the password subplot
isn’t there. But there is a song that comes before the “Goodbye, My
Room(Reprise)” (where Oliver realizes he can’t forget Claire) - a song
called “Nevertheless” where they both acknowledge Claire may only have a
year of functionality left, but they still want to push through and love each
other until they’re broken. (¢+=¢] WA= Aoz 3 H|Z3}X]
RhoREE A S wheA ookl ey “Goodbye, My
Room (Reprise)’(Z2|H7} Edo1E & = &S Zgs ™) ol
3k o] F7hEo] QlFUTh HER “Nevertheless™2He 191, o]714 F
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Malfunctioning seems to be a big plot in the Korean version, more so than
the Broadway version. It’s not just charger problems; arms and legs begin
not to work properly. (o] WA= 2250 HREdo] WA
o 84 o 83 29 8AR BUh wked] 7] Al L
AA gaL, B3 g7t AdE 2setA 7] AlEelk)

And I know it's because they get lost in the made up story of how they
met, and therefore start acting like a couple, but it's less adorable flirting,
and more bickering in the broadway version, which i honestly think works
very well with the show's pacing, and makes their relationship develop
more organically. So far i really love both productions, and it's so clear to
see that the songs in both languages are written by the same people, cause
the melodies and rhythms are almost identical, which isn't always the case
when it comes to musical translations. (#|7} €72, F Abgo] oj@
Rht=A] e ooyl whAEAM AZAE Heslr] Al ksl 7 e
& add Beedge] HHdqME 9 Segshs Bty Htt
£ A Rl o e, 28 A A o 3
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Oliver, Claire

The thing about love is you try to stop

But nevertheless, you think about one person all the time
The thing that love is, it’s just like longing
=

7 & &= o yeol o wHlst

v7b 25w ve] 2 Aot

7k 3 & o Yol o dRga

U 2a2E 1] dojsat

v B2 1o 42 A4s

Oliver

Your gaze that shines upon me when you see me
Your sweet smile when you laugh

Your face of the side when you stare at a distance



Your words that I do not process
Your deep thoughts, much more than mine
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Thanks for posting this, I've been diving into their other work recently and
have also wanted to talk about it! It's amazing how much range these two
have. I've been listening to and watching clips from Ghost Bakery and Il
Tenore a bunch lately and am so impressed they've doing everything from
a baker teaming up with a ghost to run a bakery, to opera and
colonization. (¢] ¥28 ZAFUTE o] 259 tE ZAEES 4]

Sl Bar Sidar Aol dis) ofeprlstal Aglefalr o] & Abge] &

Aedo] AW wUUT Aao] (B WolAle) o e,
292 B3 wa guu, AMAE o] o BHS Sdsts olok
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715 Az Alg el ek ojopr| kA BE AL o] T AR

o] REEIth= Aol AT A eIlEU)

So online it says maybe happy ending has a book in Korea? (<=2}<lel&=

'MHE; 9] 2 Hxo] 2ufs]Qlrtal 1Q1t8?)

“Book” refers to the script of a musical :) There isn’t a MHE novel out
there as far as I know, but there is a kinda obscure korean movie that’s
not associated with the musical that exists! (©]7]4] “2 o]t FA]Z 2] tf
2 gk Ada. AV o= @ 'MHE & 242 glof8. AT 7
Ad3} ge] a8 A7 &2 = G5t Z2 Jlo] e AowE
el 9ot

oeg Auke dle) BASY fgo] F AFEL Aulshs AL
o] Mol Qlol, FAA, Yok @ B 2k Auke] wetew 3
g 5 9o, e @Eo] B @ Taol mig A 4o 3}
2o gojel 2%0] AYT NFEAE A 5 UL o

@ 55 el Sl Al AFE ulst ol ol WA E A%
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% ik

AT 29 ARUE dR £ MHE, ¥ HE
A A AF A G2 87 Aol EAlehE AE] B7A 4
et Aze o= KA o] AU Keness
# Skt %‘*% Al T 2Eel MBEHY Ho
(r/MaybeHappyEnding)| 4] ‘MHE’, ‘translation’, ‘Korea’, ‘Korean’S 7 4o]
Ar= 2 HEs FHskaL L%TJr gt :VEUJ =3 Ay}, o] ol
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Abstract

This article explores the “K-ness” of K-musicals by examining Broadway
audiences' perceptions of Maybe Happy Ending (MHE) on Reddit in relation
to its Korean identity. Drawing on posts and comments collected from the MHE
subreddit with keywords “MHE”, “translation”, “Korea”, and “Korean”, the study
identifies three interrelated findings. First, although many Reddit users recognize
Korean origin or features of MHE, most discussions describe the musical in
terms of Asian-ness, diversity, multiculturalism, or universality. This is linked
to the Broadway adaptation’s “hybridity” where specific Korean cultural elements
are reduced, and aspects of the music, staging, and communication styles are
adjusted to meet local expectations. This view contrasts with South Korean
government and media, which typically define K-musicals narrowly in national
or ethnic terms. Thus, localizing Korean musical theatre demands understanding
how target audiences perceive these hybrid forms of K-musicals. Second, the
users engage in detailed comparisons between the English and Korean versions
of MHE, highlighting another aspect of K-ness: the ‘“expandability” of
discussions. The conversation transcends the Broadway production, extending
to the Korean version or original text. Unlike other genres such as music, drama,
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film, musical theatre often involves multiple versions, creating a space for
discussion across different adaptations. Third, Reddit participants recontextualize
MHE by linking it to the broader body of work by its creators, to practices
in the Korean theatre scene, and to the Korean musical industry as a whole.
Therefore, K-ness encompasses not just text or nationality but also the fan
participation and discursive networking around K-musicals on online platforms.

Keywords: K-musicals; K-ness; identity; Maybe Happy Ending; translation
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