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Cultural translation of “feminist” into “femi” in Korean online
discourse: A text mining approach to gendered recontextualization

Sang-Mi Kwon
School of Global Humanities, University of Ulsan

Abstract

This study examines how the imported concept “feminist” is culturally translated
and recontextualized into the abbreviated form “femi” within Korean online
discourse. Moving beyond conventional understandings of translation as
interlingual transfer, the study approaches online linguistic transformation as a
process of cultural translation in which social meanings, ideological positions,
and affective attitudes are reconstructed within a new sociocultural context.
Drawing on 8,767 online posts collected from the Korean online community
DC Inside, the study compares discourse surrounding the keywords “¥| 7] 1 2~
E” (feminist) and “Z|7]” (femi). Through keyword frequency analysis, semantic
network analysis, clustering analysis, and sentiment analysis, the study reveals that
the term “feminist” is culturally translated and recontextualized as “femi,” with
attention shifting from broader discussions of gender and social structures to specific
conflicts and contentious issues, while the term increasingly functions as a negatively
charged label.

Keywords: Cultural translation; feminist; text mining; online discourse; gender
A FEA, AuULE, BAE vholy, £ HE, AT



M
A

HI

=2efel EEollAel 2akHA: FeministollAl Ho|Zo| HU2tajol ChEt HAE ojo|d

7w (https://orcid.org/0009-0005-4559-939X)
el ZEERey Zas

kwons@ulsan.ac.kr

d: 202613 59 314

- k]

43



