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ABSTRACT

In recent decades, research became more data-intensive in the fast-paced information environment.
Researchers are facing new challenges in managing their research data due to the increasing volume
of data-driven research and the policies of major funding agencies. Information professionals have
begun to offer various data support services such as training, instruction, data curation, data
management planning and data visualization. However, the emerging field of data librarians, including
specific roles and competencies, has not been clearly established even though librarians are taking
on new roles in data services. Therefore, there is a need to identify a set of competencies for data
librarians in this growing field. The purpose of this study is to consider varying core competencies
for data librarians. This exploratory study examines 95 online recruiting advertisements regarding
data librarians posted between 2017 and 2021. This study finds core competencies for data librarians
that include skills in technology, communication and interpersonal relationships, training/consulting,
service, library management, metadata knowledge and knowledge of data curation. Specific core
technology skills include knowledge of statistical software and computer programming. This study
contributes to an understanding of core competencies for data librarians to help future information
professionals prepare their competencies as data librarians and the instructors who develop and
revise curriculum and course materials.
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Posted to IASSIST on: 2017-05-18
Employer: Tufts University

Employer URL: https://www.tufts.edu/

Description

and other programming as required. [{.text}

Basic Requirements:

Strong commitment to outstanding public service.

Preferred Qualifications:

Experience teaching in an academic setting

Collection development experience

SOCIAL SCIENCE DATA LIBRARIAN

[Tisch Library supports Tufts’ School of Arts & Sciences and the School of Engineering, providing services and resources to assist
members of the Tufts community in their teaching, learning, and research. Tisch Library provides collections, expertise, and technology-
rich environments to support the creation and dissemination of scholarship. The Research & Instruction Department works with staff,
students, and faculty to incorporate information resources into the curriculum; designs course-based and open workshops; provides
research consultation services; and develops new services and programs to support teaching, learning, and scholarship at Tufts

Repeorting to the Team Lead for Social Sciences, the Social Sciences Data Librarian leads the development and provision of library
services in the discovery and use of locally and externally available datasets by researchers across departments and programs in the
social sciences. Working with a broad range of researchers, the successful candidate builds relationships with faculty and students,
increases the visibility of available data resources and services, seeks to understand research practices, and meets curricular needs in
the use of data-related library resources and services by providing individual research support consultations, group instruction sessions,

= Master’s degree in Library/Information Science from an ALA-accredited program, or equivalent

= Experience with library research tools relevant to the social sciences.

- Familiarity with data discovery, analytical techniques, and statistical methodologies applicable to the social sciences.

= Experience building relationships in an academic setting, and/or working with/supporting students and faculty in academic
departments via outreach, research assistance, or teaching

Excellent interpersonal, oral, and written communication skills.

Ability to thrive in a collaborative environment as well as take initiative on independent projects.

Ability to work effectively with a culturally diverse community.

Advanced degree in the social sciences or a related discipline.

Demonstrated knowledge of quantitative software packages utilized in the social sciences, such as Stata, SPSS, SAS, orR

» Knowledge surrounding the application of Geographical Information Systems and related software.
= Experience with project management, including planning, communication, and assessment
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