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ABSTRACT

Fengshuijiri as Revealed Through the Folktales of a Village Disaster

Shim, Min-Ho

In general, the concerns of a village community are usually talked
about extensively. A disaster, for example, within a village community
becomes an important issue which focuses the concerns of the said
community. Therefore, it becomes the central talking point of a particular
community affected by a disaster. A folktale, regarding a village disaster,
is usually about the events surrounding the said disaster which
affectedthe destiny of the community and the countermeasures
implemented to cope with it. Regarding these kinds of disasters, whether
they are personal or community based, the members of a village
community usually point out that most causes are due to topographic
changes or poor topographic surroundings.

Whereas avillage disaster folktale due to an environmental change
usually attributes its disastrous result to an exploitation or destruction
of the regionally changing topographic environment, in a village disaster
folktale due to poor topographic surroundings, on the other hand,
villagers usually charge an originally poor regional topography with the
disastrous outcome.

In a village disaster folktale, due to an environmental change, the
reason for such a misfortune is frequently attributed to economic-related
interests such as the development of a quarry, road-works, breaking upa
rock surface, a bridge construction and so on. These kinds of
developments have negative influences which affect the energy flows
formed at a propitious site. A disaster folktale, due to a topographic
change, related to a development process demonstrates a Fengshuijiri
change: a theory regarding a divination based on topography. However,

a disaster caused by an ill-intentioned environmental destruction is
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committed by someone with the topographic change in mind. In
comparison to this, a disaster folktale with a reference to poor
topographic surroundings has a tendency in that the degree of the
disaster is comparativelyless or the said disaster affects the members of
a communityindividually rather than the community as a whole.
Never-the-less, in both cases these types of disasters, regarding a
community, are revealed by the Fengshuijiri changes.

While most Fenshujiri folktales focus on anindividuals fortune, those
regarding a village disaster focus more on the security aspects of a
community than anindividuals fortune. Therefore, the Fengshuijiri
theory is usually applied to overcome a disaster which community
members are facing. It shows the community members desire that they
get over the facing difficulties and live a happy life. As a result, the
Fengshuijiri theory can reveal the cause of a disaster and lead the
community members to select and implement the appropriate

countermeasures to overcome the said disaster at the same time.

Key Words Fengshuijiri ; a theory regarding a divination based on
topography, Disaster, Folktales, Myungdang : a propitious site,
Environmental destruction, Village community
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