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ABSTRACT

Study on Choi, Chi Won's Korean Poems in Gyewonpilgyeongjip

Yun, In-Hyun

This study examined 60 Korean poems in Gyewonpilgyeongjip to
discuss Choi, Chi Won's writing capacity in the early years of literature.

The 30 poems in Gyewonpilgyeongjip Vol. 17 were written to admire
virtue and became the examples of objective poems in later years. When
Choi became Goh, Byung's secretary, he devoted these poems to admire
Goh's virtue. All of these poems are quatrain with seven characters in
each line. These 30 poems summarize Goh's life. They expressed that
Goh was a man of Confucian views and Taoistic ideas and was talented
in writing poems, drawing, and shooting arrows, and stated why it is
reasonable for Choi to depend on Goh. Gyewonpilgyeongjip Vol. 20
contains 30 Korean poems - 15 quatrain with seven characters in each
line and 15 Chinese-style poems with five characters in each line. The 60
Korean poems in Gyewonpilgyeongjip included 30 poems that admire
Goh’s heroic performances and other poems that express Choi’s efforts to
settle in a foreign land, nostalgia of his hometown after living in a foreign
land for 18 years, the pleasure of going back home, and depiction of
objects that reflect himself. In the depiction of objects, Choi particularly
reflected his endeavors to overcome difficulties in reality.

Gyewonpilgyeongjip also shows succession of literatures from previous
periods, considering that it expresses religious ideas, such as Confucian
and Taoist ideas, in literature and sings about society, reality, and one’s
situations. Choi displayed his literary capacities to admire and praise
heroic characters and presented peaceful society and politics as his ideal
world. In addition, Choi learned that he could utilized preceded pieces to
achieve ideological depth and sincere contents in literature. Some critics

in later years said that Choi’s poems are bizarre and unorganized, but



they were incorrect. Because Choi used many preceded poems, his pieces
were not bizarre or unorganized, but were rather faithful. These aspects
of Choi indicate his writing capacities in early years.

It seems that Choi was influenced by Yi, Ha and Yi, Sang Eun from the
Tang Dynasty who were talented in using existing pieces. Considering
that Baek, Geo Yi's pieces were brought into Choi’s pieces, we know that
Choi was also influenced by Baek, Geo Yi, the literary scholar of the Late
Tang Dynasty. Choi’s Gyewonpilgyeongjip shows how Korea's literature
styles were established. As Hong, Man Jong stated, Choi can be

considered the founder of Korean literature.

Gyewonpilgyeongjip - writing ~ capacity - shows  succession  of
literatures from previous periods - influenced.
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