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ABSTRACT

Women's Self-awareness Revealed in Kyubang gasa and Folk song

<Sijipsali>
Lee, Jung-Ar

This study is designed to explain the aspects of self-identity owned by
the women of different classes under the powerful patriarchal system by
comparing the self-awareness of women revealed in Kyubang gasa and
Folk song {Sijipsali) . It is through these differences that this study will
take a look at the aspects of women's self-awareness in the late Joseon
dynasty which may be interpreted in a uniformally fixed way.

Joseon ladies Kyubang gasa and Folk song {Sijipsali) on their married
life at their in-laws are a genre of female expression reflecting their
double-repressed desire for speaking under the strengthened patriarchal
system of the late Joseon dynasty. They were culturally produced by the
women of the nobility and those of the lower class, but they had one thing
in common: both of them were created by a group of women living in the
same age. The researcher think that the different aspects of female
self~awareness in the Joseon dynasty are to be depicted by displaying
their differences on the basis of their common ground.

With this in mind, the researcher compared the expressions of women’s
self-awareness expression by focusing on their works on their married life
in their in-laws among the works included in Kweon Yeong-cheol’s
"Kyubang gasa’ and "An Outline of Korean Oral-tradition Literature”. As
a result, this survey shows that the speakers in the Kyubang gasa
recognize their self-identity in comparison with male self, whereas the
speakers in the Folk song {Sijipsali) on their married life at their in-laws
base their identity as their self before their marriage.

The women's self appearing Kyubang gasa in the Joseon dynasty
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didn’t show itself in their songs on their married life on their in-laws.
Unlike the speakers in the Kyubang gasa who finally followed the
normative self in the midst of fierce self conflict, those in the latter didn't
display any ethical conflict between the ideological self and the
desire-based self. With these differences, two genres existing in the same
age have a typical character as female texts containing the women's
self-statement. The women’s self-awareness revealed in the Kyubang
gasa was based on the self-identity of the nobility, whereas the self in the
Folk song {Sijipsali) on their married life at their in-laws regarded itself
as workaholics whose awareness of the reality revealed the women's

intention to get back to their maiden period before their marriage.

(AR Siipsali (Women's Married Life in their In-laws), Kyubang gasa, Folk
song <Sijipsali>, Self-awareness, Self-identity
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