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ABSTRACT

Anaysis of the Concept and Meaning in Sub-types of the Tale of a
Traditional Korean Rite to Pray for Rain

Noh, Young-Keun

Flood and drought are the most common natural disaster. It happens
often and affects our lives directly. Especially to the farmers in old times,
these natural disasters are crucial for their farming and living. It is an
easy and natural guess that people make narratives representing their
whishes to overcome the natural disaster. It is interesting that flood was
accepted in myth and drought was accepted in folktale when they use
narratives to overcome the natural disasters. This is because people
believed flood can only be controlled by god but drought can be controlled
by humans.

The tale of a traditional Korean Rite to pray for rain composed of three
parts; the cause of drought, a countermeasure against drought and the
concept of Dragon. It is not clearly shown the cause of drought in most
of the folktales. Only a few folktales are telling the cause of drought. In
these folktales, they say the cause of drought is because their King has
no virtue and the King is Chol-Jong. People project themselves to a shape
of governor who was struggled to overcome the disasters, and the
governor is Chol-Jong.

The way of overcome the drought are in two ways. One way is restoring
the damaged divinity of something that had divinity once. The other way
is make a setting the divined nature keep their divinity by themselves.
For this the former way can achieved offering a sacrifice of cleaning up
the holy place. The second way is make dirty the divined nature. The way
seems different but both ways are same in the aspect that they are asking

a help to divined nature. It can be understood people in old days had



positive recognition to the holy natural power.

The way of recognition to the dragon is opposite to the recognition to
the holy nature. The concept of dragon shown in the folktales are in the
shapes of dragon which defeated by humans. In many tales, dragon was
defeated or tricked by humans. Moreover, the son of dragon depends on
his fate to the humans. It can be understood the power of the natural
divinity became decline gradually. These kinds of concept and recognition
can be found in the novels.

The way of relying to Shamanistic natures was changing to human’s
ability or foreign divine such as Buddhism. This kind of change happened
along with the process of social change from middle age to modern age.
If it is true, the concept of dragon formatted in the latter time of middle
age and the tales related to this concept formatted in the same period.
So the tale of a traditional Korean rite to pray for rain which solves the
problems in everyday life with narrative form is based on the concept

formatted in transition from middle age to modern.

AT drought, pray for rain, dragon, foreign divine, natural divine
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