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ABSTRACT

Tales of Conjugal Relations between Human and Non-human Beings:

Types and their Meanings

Kim, Jae-Yong

The purpose of this paper is to find out the distinctive features and
meanings of the tales which deal with conjugal relations between human
and non-human beings. The tales has two types : The one tells a woman
who has conjugal relation with non-human male(A type) and the other
tells a man who has conjugal relation with non-human female(B type].

In the A type, a woman has a conjugal relation with a man who
approaches in the night. Nobody except the woman can see the man. In
the later, the true character of the man is disclosed as the earth womb
or snake etc. which are disappeared or Killed after the identification. This
affair tells that the speakers who transmit the tales don’t accept the
supernatural metamorphosis. The child who is born became the historical
hero. So the narrative meaning is to obtain the hero.

After the conjugal relation, the man has gone and the woman grows up
and sends the child to the outer world. This narrative event is reminded
of the mythical theme in the myth of Jumong. In the myth of Jumong,
Haemosu leaves Yuhwa on the earth and Yuhwa educates Jumong.
Jumong is dispatched to the wider world by his mother.

In the B type, a man has a conjugal relation with a woman whose rank
is fairy, dragon’s daughter, or animal that is very clever. There are two
types in the meeting of a man and a non-human woman : by the mediator
and by direct contact. In any case, a man undergo a test that will donate
him the bride in the future. Some tales have happy ending. But Most of
tales shows the seperation of a man and woman : Because of the violation
of interdiction or death. So tales make to reconcile life with death. The

harbour is named after the dead bear and the temple is constructed for



the dead tiger. In the story, an isolated man goes through the test and

marry the woman, which compare with the pattern of the structure of
mono-myth(separation-initiation-return).

Key Words

obtain, reconciliation, isolated person, woman who has sexual

relationship with non-human male, A man who has sexual relationship with
non-human female
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