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Exceptions to the Rules 42
An Introduction to the World of The Western Wing 52
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1. Public letters 17
2. Letters to colleagues and friends 1711
3. Social letters 219
HAH | 4. Family letters 249
5. Letters written away from home 315
6. Deathbed letters 353
7. Letters to the dead 393
8. Fictional letters 413
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1| Correspondence Between Scholars: Political Letters 171-177 178-181
2 | Scholarly Letters 184-187 187-189
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A e ABHo} AN THT Af WA AT AYSHETh &

(IVAE “AE (Royal Edicts)e] 4Vl A wehe ool At

Royal edicts in which the ruler addressed the entire population of the
country were arguably the most public and widely disseminated of
massive in dynastic Korea. The practice of issuing royal
pronouncements is recorded very early in China, as early as the ear of
the classics (the seventh and sixth centuries B.C.E.). The states of the
Korean peninsula adopted the practice sometime during the Three
Kingdom period (trad. first century B.C.E.-668 C.E.), and it continued
until the end of the dynastic era. In earlier periods, the practice of
promulgating royal edicts was mostly limited to such momentous
occasions as royal accessions, the subjugation of rebellions, and so
forth. King Sinmun of Silla’'s promulgation of his accessions, King
T aejo of Koryd enthronement proclamation, and his royal edict issued
just prior to Koryd's (918-1392) annexation of Silla (trad. 75 B.CE.-935

CE.) are some well-known early examples.4?)

2 A @) s LA u‘% /‘]ﬂl 1, a8 iz Al
g}, Alet Ao g Qe v} o]gelnh 18RI g /A%, U
the A& AZ1E 27181t gk Alge] A 9o v HA = A
2 APgolu Aidel 3 gAY Bol o7t §lof FaE sl o<
SHA] e SiEAt Al dallsit). kA AR The Jehol Diary: Yolha
ilgo of Pak Chiwon (1737-1805)2) 2022 3 Biete] 2s}s} A8k, o]
£34 T el BET aFEA) U SRR

47) JaHyun Kim Haboush (2009), ibid, p.17.



The Jehol Diary is Pak Chiwon (1737-1805) account of his journey
to Jehol, the imperial summer residence during the Qing dynasty in
China. Pak Chiwon was an acclaimed writer and a social reform
advocate of the late Choson dynasty in Korea. He was a key member
of the Northern School of Learning (Pukhak—p'a), whose utilitarian
philosophy was based on ivong husaeng (profitable usage and public
benefit). The Northern School of Learning is one of two schools of
thought among Sirhak School (Ch. Shih hsueh, School of Practical
Learning) scholars, which became the dominant intellectual current of

late Choson between mid-seventeenth and eighteenth centuries.4d)
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48) Yang Hi Choe-Wall (2010), ibid., xv.
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AZ171 Sl T=¢] A Z3ke M| HA E3he] 3T Aolde
AT TARE A2 19417] 240 Alie] 819] A AR HEES
O3l = Wrongful Deaths?t 9. Wrongful Deaths®llA= 223]0]
29 2023 3 2 MEEE A7iES B ok BE HY es
5-7T01A] Aol sF 4F AKIE ol YT S Y &
MEol 4-5% A=A F 65904 A=r} avligolsial & 4 Ut

(H® 9) Wrongful Deaths 2| 1A

Lhg e H[O|X]
FSmnl Map of Nineteenth Century Korea 2
22 Chosén Korea in Its Last Century 3
Case 1 An Adulterous Widower Meets a Violent Death 23
Case 2 A Family Activist Confronts a Local Magnate 47
Mol g Case 3 A Defiant Slave Challenges His Master with Death 55
) = Case 4 Two Widows Fight Madam Chang and Ms Un 62
Case 5 A Heartless Wet Nurse Abuses an Infant Mun 72
Case 6 A Widower Seeks Private Settlement N9
Case 7 Adultery Leads to Murder 108
Case 8 An Illegal Burial Begets a Son but Kills a Relative 129
oz 205
AHo| 227
o] 27iEe T3l A= 194171 =4 Asl el Bl thgh 7124)1 A
A4 FET % Sk A Sol ‘Flol FL0 B UEE B olof

7] (A defiant slave challenges his master with death)+ A% o|&3-&
o] AXJalz=2 oA okt A ET) 1ES =4} o]lE-Eo] 15S 7
oWzl Feg 92 AEIE Sroja HAS 2 ARS Afgit

BN ABZT} ol g-=2] Foll Zopr} IHES 7)) HEaL o]l ARt



ol 552 ATt o] ARIe BN S 2ES AARE A
Ao, Alo] ofike] HAhe Fa &8 ¢ A} US AZket Hol
2hal A Agom ohtt ABE= AEe el Holl TAsl A
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Ae< Arstal FA Hol AR Al AlF3t AR S AT B2
E S WileS AT 24 $719] BAMSTE 7R ot AR
o] wjufe} A A gFRte] Wt tigk e & (William Shaw)]
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of £52)7] M2tk @& SISt TEjal ot} el Abo)<]
AS AM7E 24 S23e2 AFdo= ARE)E ojuE
AAZ o nigol = FAIE Hele dhee TR A7 &
A S U 2 Al AP Ao ARl Rty Rk
AR 2NEollA BA] 2Ae] AREE ARsidit) & S0 ARl o]
BEY 52 oPIF o] 2 =2 F=| ol sl =S
AT ZARJE ololl sl T2 3= AlEClAl Ta% AF
do0olgk= AL B EES T o] it AE Eug AR
oulE 7HA= ol E HoFdnh A Althe] AR A, Alt) w3 A
AR A, A(R)Tsel tigt A2 = FAE sl 2
Az da7t Qs ot ey Foid SA AR avlieE ¢l

49) “a by-product of economic changes” that enabled no elites to purchase yangban
titles and to imitate the yangban lifestyle while some local yangban fell into
poverty and could not maintain their decorum and way of life,” Sun Joo Kim and
Jungwon Kim, ibid, p.55.

50) “The offended yangban invaded Pong-dol's home after failing to catch him and
broke jars containing precious preserved sauces, a critical source of nutrition for
Korean people all year long,” Ihid., p.55.
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54) AALQ014), 12 F, 14%.
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56) &S, =Y 7123} 2, oMol ERAL 1999, 64%.
57) “RHEZ 5t lit. ‘the ruse of Zhao Tuo [ca. 240-137 BCl. Zhao Tuo #4(E) is also



Score One for the Dancing Girloll&= = 7]18%3} 9 §Id Q1 E,
F=AE T8 AR, 25 A2, B3, B, A= #A 59 ARV AR
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ol A+= “King Songjong (1470-94 AD): refers to the years from 1469
to 1494, the reign of Songjong”ol2kal ko] AF2] A9d-S H7Ist
L A E(EE) 2R @olo] ofujrt ojopr] & ARE wiFd Rl Wt 3
a2l (FE iR ol sl Eallte] - (military defender) 2.2 &0 A
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T HAR AL T8 ARE ARt Ty 73l 1943
ANZRPA (i R IE) o) FAE ¥(1570-1623) ¢ o]oF7]& i itk
ril—l 7%= AR X)) E AHshEA (AR IE) o

W 162338 2P0 o|gtar 3+ ¥HH Score One for the Dancing
Girl2 “3%%: 1623, the year of the Restoration of King Injo (Injo

panjong {7l 1E), involving the dethronement of Kwanghaegun ¥

called Wei Tuo (FI{E) because he was a military defender (wei ) in Nanhai
during the Qin dynasty Z% [221-206 BC]. After the fall of the Qin, Zhao Tuo
enthroned himself as King Wu of Nanyue (F§##+). When Liu Bang %I} [r:
202-19% BC; 256/247-195BC] established the Han dynasty # [206 BC-AD 220],
Zhao Tuo pleaded the Han court for an investiture with the title of King of
Nanyue. Whenever the constellation of forces around him grew weak, he would
proclaim himself hegemon, and whenever those same forces grew strong, he
would petition for investiture.” Sun Joo Kim and Jungwon Kim, ibid., p.96.

58) AEH(199), & 2, 4%

59) King Ross and Park Sinae(2016), ibid., p.68.

60) 2155(1999), kel A, 612
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61) King Ross and Park Sinae(2016), ibid., p.96.

62) “For detailing of sijo and kasa, see the glossary in Lee, A History of Korean
Literature, ii, xxviii,” ibid., xxxiii.

63) Sun Joo Kim and Jungwon Kim (2004), ibid, p.212.

64) Richard E. Strassberg (1994), ibid., xxii.
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65) “1 som = either 15 or 20 mal = 1picul of grain by volume =either 89.464 or 119.285
liters” Sun Joo Kim and Jungwon Kim, ibid.,, xiii.
66) Thid.
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ABSTRACT

The Issues in English Translations of Pre-modern Korean Literature

Kim, Youme

The number of publications on Korean studies has surged due to
Korea's increased international exposure since around the early 2000s.
While the number of studies on Korean literature also has shown
noticeable growth regarding contemporary novels and poems translated
into various languages, the field of pre-modern Korean literature has
relied on a small number of scholars and publications. To expand the
scope of pre-modern Korean literature in English-speaking countries, this
study suggests ways to enhance the readability of English translations of
pre-modern Korean literary works by focusing on introductions and notes
in Epistolary Korea: Letters in the Communicative Space of the Choson,
1392-1910, Score One for the Dancing Girl, and Other Selections from
the Kimun Ch’onghwa: A Story Collection from Nineteenth-Century
Korea, and Wrongful Deaths: Selected Inquest Records from
Nineteenth-Century Korea. This study selects the three publications
above because they were translated and edited by pre-modern Korean
scholars in the United States, who number very few but have devoted to
themselves to make useful reading materials for students, published in
US university presses, and received favorable reviews among scholars
and students in general. The three translations commonly devote 30 -
50% of the total number of pages to the introduction, which guides
readers to understand the significance of the translated literary works in
understanding Korea and neighboring East Asian countries. In addition,
detailed and sufficient notes on Korea's historical figures and events from
an East Asian context help to catch readers interest.

pre-modern Korean literature, Epistolary Korea, Kimun Ch’onghwa,



English translation, Wrongful Deaths
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